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WOKE!:
A Revolutionary Cabaret

Written by the Ensemble
Nov 3 - Nov 12 / Calrep.org

Woke!: A Revolutionary Cabaret will run approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes.
This show contains one 15 minute intermission.
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Welcome to WOKE! – an exciting and original devised work in Cal Rep’s 29th season. WOKE! is a 
celebration of student voices. This ensemble of twenty-two students – along with outside professional 
actors Alexandra Billings and Jonathan Talberg – has woven together a gorgeous tapestry of text with 
their own personal monologues and memories. The team has created a mash-up of their own writing 
along with pop songs, Broadway tunes, rap music and kinetic choreography – all against the backdrop 
of current political events reverberating in our country. Director Joanne Gordon – who has taught in our 
department for over thirty years and who retires this semester – has created a piece like so much of 
her other indelible work: it is fiery and full of hope; political and poetic; confrontational and 
celebratory. In a world of epic problems, we need epic theatre like this that wakes us up.

This show launches Cal Rep’s new initiative: Devising Democracy. Over the course of the 
next four years, in each season Cal Rep commits to developing and producing one to two 
devised theatre pieces that shed light on the urgent social and political issues plaguing our 
planet. Democracy comes from the Greek: demos meaning the people and kratos meaning 
force or power. Our Devising Democracy series is about the force, the power, of people – devising, 
sharing, learning and connecting to audiences and other artists through the medium of theatre.
 
Jeff Janisheski, Artistic Director Cal Rep

A Note From Our Artistic Director



A Note From the Director 
 

WOKE! feels like a very appropriate conclusion to my over thirty-six 

years in the CSU.  I have spent my entire professional life surrounded 

by young, glorious, passionate artists who insist on being heard—the 

revolutionary spirit of the sixties still boils in the blood.  Our students 

want to be heard and theatre is the ideal medium to give them 

voice.  Perhaps my feelings about this piece are a result of growing up 

as a privileged white South African, riddled with pain and guilt about the 

horrors of Apartheid.  Perhaps they are caused by my gender and the 

reality of having to fight harder, be better, and stay stronger.  All I know 

is that WOKE!  has proven to be one of the most rewarding experiences 

of my life.  Surrounded by the longtime collaborators I revere—with 

whom I have spent so many hours of creative bliss—and an ensemble of 

talented, smart eloquent students, we have created an explosion of 

word, movement, and song to give voice to our revolutionary spirit. We 

will be heard. Thank you! 

 
-Joanne Gordon 

 

Advisory 
The language in WOKE!: A Revolutionary Cabaret comes from the student 
performers and public sources. The text may or may not be spoken by the 

people who wrote it. 

Because it is drawn from real people and their real experiences, the work is 
honest, raw, and sometimes difficult to hear. 

We understand that the rawness might be difficult for some people as issues 
of family, addiction, assault, and hateful speech may bring up difficult feelings. 

We hope that you will stay with us, but we understand if                               
you feel that it is too much. 

Whatever your response, please know that you are not alone. 

And if you are feeling overwhelmed, seek help. Support is available here on 
campus and elsewhere in the community. 

See the back of this insert for resources and information 

 

 

CSULB Counseling and      

Psychological Services (CAPS) 
 

24-Hour access to a counselor by phone: (562) 985-4001 

www.csulb.edu/caps 

 

Additional resources and meeting groups 

SisterFriends: Networking Group for Black Women 
Thursdays / 1—2:30PM / Women’s Gender and 
Equity Center (WGEC, LA1 Rm 102) / 
Dr. Pamela Ashe & Dr. Ashley Bradley 
  
Latinas at the Beach: A Space to Connect with Other 
Latinas 
Thursdays / 2—3 PM / University Student Union 
(Rm 306) / Dr. Rosa Moreno-Alcaraz 
  
Rainbow Café: A space for LGBTQ students and 
students who are exploring their gender or sexual 
identity 
Mondays / 3:30 — 4:30 PM / 
Multicultural Center (F03 Rm 2) / Dr. Lauren Jensen 
 



Let Us Hear 
Your Voice!

Please use the back of this insert to answer 
one of the following questions:

In one word, how do you feel right now?

What is one thing in the show that you 
are still thinking about?

What change do you want to make in 
the world?

Post your responses in the lobby 
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