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Polaroid Stories
by Naomi Iizuka

Nov 16 - Dec 2 / Calrep.org

A Note From Our Artistic Director
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Polaroid Stories will run approximately 2 hours and 4 minutes.
This show contains one 15 minute intermission.

Scan the QR code for in-depth 
character backgrounds and 

additional information about 
Polaroid Stories.

The stage for Polaroid Stories is often like a labyrinth and aptly so: for this play is an intense journey. The 
script is a collage of verbatim interviews that playwright Naomi Iizuka conducted with homeless youth and 
young sex workers in the late 1990s, and it recasts those people she met as mythological characters from 
Ovid’s classic, Metamorphoses. So, we hear the stories of Orpheus, Eurydice, Echo, Narcissus, Dionysus 
and others – all set in an “underworld” where these young people have been pushed to the margins of 
society. Story-telling and myth-making are one of the ways they can escape reality, reinvent themselves, 
and survive. Gods behave in foolish, fallible ways like humans; and humans act like gods with often fatal 
results.
 
There are two ways that this 1997 play feels completely connected to our current moment. First, although 
this play was generated from interviews with homeless youth twenty years ago, the situation today is just 
as urgent: 1 out of every 10 students in the CSU system is homeless or housing-insecure; LA County’s 
homeless population increased 23% last year; and youths are the fastest-growing homeless age group 
(with those 18 to 24 up 64%, followed by those under 18 at 41%).  Second, the gender politics that this 
play grapples with have become even more powerful over the past month as the #MeToo movement builds 
in momentum. This play does not shy away from the abusive relationships that the female characters 
are living in; and the heart of the play is about the ways they each try to confront and break out of those 
oppressive relationships. I thank director Eric Hoff and the entire team for telling these urgent – and            
disturbingly relevant - stories through the poetry of Iizuka’s gorgeous play.

Jeff Janisheski, Artistic Director Cal Rep

Cal Rep is collaborating with Beach Pantry during the run of Polaroid Stories. Beach       
Pantry is the official food pantry for CSULB students providing them with non-perishable 
food items, school supplies, and toiletries. If students want to use Beach Pantry as a         
resource for themselves, they are open Monday through Friday 10am-2pm and 5pm-7pm. 
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