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SPRING 2024OURS

WHAT IS OURS:
The Office of Undergraduate Research
Services (OURS), established in 2016, is
charged with expanding undergraduate
research opportunities to the California State
University, Long Beach student body. OURS
works in collaboration with staff and faculty
in all CSULB Colleges, Divisions, and units to
cultivate strong relationships in support of
undergraduate research.

OURS OFFICE:
Please stop by our office in SSSC-120 to ask us
any questions related to undergraduate
research, meeting with a peer advisor, or
regarding upcoming undergraduate research
workshops.

END OF THE SPRING 2024 SEMESTER
We would like to commend all
students, staff, and faculty for the work
you do as part of the various
undergraduate research programs this
academic year. Congratulations and
good luck in your future endeavors to
the CSULB Class of 2024. For our new
and continuing students, we look
forward to working with you all this
upcoming year as we return to campus
for the spring semester.

Elyzza Aparicio, Ph.D.           
OURS Director

Office of Undergraduate Research Services
Shakarian Student Success Center Suite 120

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
DR. SIMON KIM!

Thank you to Dr. Simon Kim, Associate
Vice President of Research and Economic

Development, for his tremendous
leadership over the past 10 years.

Happy Retirement, Simon!

mailto:AA-Ours@csulb.edu
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WHAT IS 
OURS Connects is an undergraduate research experience open to CSULB students of all
colleges and disciplines. The semi-structured research program pairs undergraduate
students with faculty research mentors so that students may contribute to the
advancement of faculty research, scholarly, and creative activities (RSCA). Students will
also be paired with a seasoned Peer Advisor who will guide them through the project
search process and the overall research experience.

O U R S  C O N N E C T S

OURS CONNECTS:

GRADUATES

FALL ‘23
KEVIN TRAN
TAYLOR DAVIES

SPRING ‘24
JJ MUELLER-DOMBOIS
ANNA FEJES

SUMMER ‘24
BONNIE GUZMAN
EMILY (EM) DOFFING

ON TO GRADUATE SCHOOL!

JJ MUELLER-DOMBOIS 
       Ph.D. in Applied Social Psychology
       Claremont Graduate University

ANNA FEJES 
       Master of Art in Psychological Research
       California State University, Long Beach

DESTINY GILLILAND 
       Ph.D. in Behavioral Health
       Pennsylvania State University

KAILYN THAI - “Does wrist orientation affect haptic driving warnings?”
KEVIN TRAN - “Comorbidity is a pain in my head: IBS predicts migraines in females with
Fibromyalgia”
JJ MUELLER-DOMBOIS - “Clash in Cosmic Riptides: Portrayals of Culture Shifts in              
Doctor Who”
MANAL BENJELLOUN, CHLOE GORDON - “Villainizing Disability: Exploring Ableism in
Comic Book Narratives and Its Impact on Representation”
LUJAIN ALMAHDI - “Female representation within western and eastern pop culture media”
CALVIN CHIU - “Deficits in phonological encoding refine visuospatial memory in native sign
speakers”
RAELYNN CHAVEZ-“Associations Between Therapist Characteristics and Parent
Participatory Engagement Within Early Intervention Services for Autism”

PSYCH DAY PRESENTATIONS

https://www.csulb.edu/office-of-undergraduate-research-services-ours/ours-connects


UROP SYMPOSIUM
Anna Fejes
Jessica King
Anma Arora
Angelica Cristobal

WESTERN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION (WPA)
CONFERENCE:

Kevin Tran (two posters and a symposium)
Taylor Davies (poster)
JJ Mueller-Dombois (symposium)
Anna Fejes (poster)
Emily (Em) Doffing (poster and symposium)

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH (NCUR) POSTERS:

Aaron Lam
Taylor Davies
Jiya Lachhwani
Manal Benjelloun

POPULAR CULTURE ASSOCIATION ORAL
PRESENTATION:

Jiya Lachhwani
Miguel Montelongo

STUDENT RESEARCH COMPETITION ORAL
PRESENTATION PARTICIPATION:

Kevin Tran
Emily (Em) Doffing

SPRING 2024OURS

O U R S  C O N N E C T S
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

PUBLICATIONS UNDER REVIEW

EMILY (EM) DOFFING, KEVIN TRAN, AARON LAM - "Chronically Pained Webcomic Fans
with Endometriosis Collectively Coping and Resisting Medical Ableism" to the special
issue of the Journal of Pain and Journal of Health Psychology collaboration.

Jessica King

Anna Fejes



UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM

SPRING 2024OURS

WHAT IS 
The Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program (UROP) is a one-year program that
offers first- and second-year students the chance to participate in the research and
creative process with faculty.

UROP

UROP SOCIALSPRING 2024 

https://www.csulb.edu/undergraduate-research-opportunity-program-urop
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UROP SYMPOSIUM AT WEEK OF RSCA
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UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM

UROP APPLICATIONS

UROP applications will open in the summer! Please visit our website for more information.

UROP SYMPOSIUM AT WEEK OF RSCA

Photographs from the UROP Symposium!

https://www.csulb.edu/undergraduate-research-opportunity-program-urop/student-application-process
https://www.csulb.edu/undergraduate-research-opportunity-program-urop


BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE 
LEADING TO DIVERSITY (BUILD)
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WHAT IS 
The CSULB BUILD Program offers intensive, hands-on research and training opportunities
for undergraduate students designed to prepare them to excel in doctoral programs, as
well as health-related research careers. It is one of 10 programs in the United States
funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) BUILD Initiative.

GRADUATING SENIORS - SPRING 2024

BUILD

https://www.csulb.edu/building-infrastructure-leading-to-diversity
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DEPARTMENT/UNIVERSITY AWARDS
Maeve Allen (Year 2 Scholar)

2023-2024 Lucio Morales Research Award – awarded by the Department of
Psychology
2023-2024 Outstanding Senior in Psychology Award – one of the top 5% of
students in the Psychology Department in terms of academics, scholarship,
and services

Brooke Diaz (Fellow) - Academic Excellence Award – acknowledged by the
department of Family and Consumer Sciences at CSULB for outstanding academic
achievements, leadership, and contributions to the field.
Emily Marquez (Scholar alum, 2020-2022) - 2024 Outstanding Graduate Student
in Research, Scholarly, and Creative Activities Award 
Tess Nguyen (Year 2 Scholar) - 2023-2024 Outstanding Senior in Psychology
Award – one of the top 5% of students in the Psychology Department in terms of
academics, scholarship, and services
Angelica Sanchez-Gomez (Fellow)

Sociology Department Student Leadership Award 2024
Sociology Department Academic Achievement Award 2024

Alina Tran (Year 2 Scholar) - 2023-2024 Outstanding Senior in Psychology Award –
one of the top 5% of students in the Psychology Department in terms of
academics, scholarship, and services

FELLOWSHIPS/SCHOLARSHIPS
GEM Fellowship
Congratulations to Nicholas Banuelos for being awarded the 2024 GEM Fellowship.
This award offers MS and PhD level students an opportunity to gain practical
engineering summer work experiences through an employer sponsor and a portable
academic year fellowship of tuition, fees, and stipend.

NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP)
Congratulations to Gabriela Peña Carmona, BUILD alum (Scholars program, 2021-
2023), for being awarded the highly coveted NSF GRFP Award 2024. Gabriela is
currently pursuing her PhD in the UCSF-Berkeley Joint Bioengineering Ph.D. program
and was mentored by Dr. Perla Ayala in the Biomedical Engineering Department, COE

AWARDS/HONORS

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE 
LEADING TO DIVERSITY (BUILD)

https://www.gemfellowship.org/gem-fellowship-program/
https://www.research.gov/grfp/AwardeeList.do?method=loadAwardeeList


CONFERENCE/PRESENTATION AWARDS
Western Psychological Association (WPA) Christina Maslach-Philip Zimbardo
Research Award in Social Psychology

Congratulations to Sofia Uribe, junior NIH BUILD Scholar majoring in Psychology, who
received the prestigious 2024 WPA Christina Maslach-Philip Zimbardo Research
Award in Social Psychology for her abstract titled “Don’t Prime Me, I’m Driving: Prime
Type Moderates the Relationship Between Impulsivity and Driving in the Opposite
Lane” for poster presentation. Sofia’s faculty research mentor is Dr. Bill Pedersen in the
Department of Psychology, CLA.

Sofia is one of two award recipients among over 1167 submissions
Her abstract was ranked in the top 1.97% of abstracts submitted to WPA
She will be presented with a certificate and a check for $500 at the WPA Awards
Ceremony

The Western Psychological Association (WPA) Convention took place on April 24-28,
2024, in San Francisco, CA.

SPRING 2024OURS

AWARDS/HONORS

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE 
LEADING TO DIVERSITY (BUILD)

CONFERENCES/PRESENTATIONS

https://westernpsych.org/convention-news/


Anais Johnson

SPRING 2024OURS

CONFERENCES/PRESENTATIONS

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE 
LEADING TO DIVERSITY (BUILD)

Brooke Diaz



BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE 
LEADING TO DIVERSITY (BUILD)
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CONFERENCES/PRESENTATIONS

Kailee Yang

Alina Tran

Brooke Diaz, Sofia Uribe,
Victoria Min



BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE 
LEADING TO DIVERSITY (BUILD)
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CONFERENCES/PRESENTATIONS

Sofia Uribe

Bryan Navarrete
BUILD/U-RISE APPLICATION WILL OPEN FALL 2024!

Interested in learning more about the Building Infrastructure Leading to Diversity
(BUILD) Program? 

Enter your name on our Interest Form and we will contact you for upcoming info
sessions, workshops, and when our application is open! Learn more about the
program here: CSULB Building Infrastructure Leading to Diversity (BUILD) Program.

Our application will open in Fall 2024 (for Summer 2025 start). If you have any
questions, we are here to help! Contact us at: build@csulb.edu. Follow us on social
media @csulbbuild for updates and to follow along the BUILD Scholars’ and Fellows’
journeys!

https://csulb.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_a42UOKczIDLYo5g
https://www.csulb.edu/building-infrastructure-leading-to-diversity
mailto:build@csulb.edu


MELLON MAYS 
UNDERGRADUATE FELLOWSHIP (MMUF)
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WHAT IS 
The Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship program (MMUF) is the centerpiece of The
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s initiatives to increase diversity in the faculty ranks of
institutions of higher learning. Established in 1988 by William G. Bowen, then the president
of the Foundation, and Mellon program associate Henry Drewry, the MMUF program
began with an initial cohort of eight member institutions.

GRADUATING SENIORS - SPRING 2024

MMUF

Meagan is graduating with her B.A. in Classics with a minor in Anthropology. She accepted
admission to the Post- Baccalaureate Certificate Program, with an emphasis in Classics
(Greek and Latin) at UCLA for Fall 2024.
Victor graduated in Fall 2023 with his B.A. in English Literature with a minor in History.
Victor is now with Teach for America working with high school students.
Miriam is graduating with a B.A. Music Education and Vocal Performance. She was
accepted to the University of Michigan and UCLA for the Ethnomusicology Ph.D. program.
Mariana is graduating with a B.A. in Human Development and Chicano Latino Studies. They
were accepted into CSU Fullerton for the M.A. in American Studies program, CSU San Diego
for the Women Studies Ph. D program, and UCLA for the Gender Studies Ph.D. program.

Meagan Kim Miriam
Adhanom

Mariana
Villegas

Victor Doan

https://www.csulb.edu/mellon-mays-undergraduate-fellowship-mmuf


MCNAIR SCHOLARS PROGRAM

SPRING 2024OURS

GRADUATE ACCEPTANCES

WHAT IS 
The Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program is a TRIO program
funded by the U.S. Department of Education and designed to prepare and support
underrepresented undergraduate students in their pursuit of doctoral studies.

MCNAIR

https://www.csulb.edu/student-affairs/mcnair-program


MCNAIR SCHOLARS PROGRAM
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PENDING GRADUATE AND POST BACCAULAUREATE PROGRAMS



MCNAIR SCHOLARS PROGRAM
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EXTERNAL RESEARCH EXPERIENCES FOR UNDERGRADUATES (REU)



MCNAIR SCHOLARS PROGRAM
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2024-2025 NEW MCNAIR COHORT AND RESEARCH ACTIVITY

GRADUATES IN THE INDUSTRY



NIH RESEARCH INITIATIVE FOR SCIENTIFIC
ENHANCEMENT (RISE)
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WHAT IS 
The Research Initiative for Scientific Enhancement (RISE) program is designed to support
motivated students interested in developing careers as professional research scientists in
biomedical and behavioral science fields. Its goal is to increase the interest, skills, and
competitiveness of students pursuing biomedical or behavioral research careers. The
program supports the research and career development of undergraduate students
starting in their sophomore year.

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

RISE

Tayahna Agtarap (RISE) presented at the
2024 NCUR conference in Long Beach. Her
research poster titled “Understanding the
relationship between pollen to ovule
ratios and pollination methods in Justicia
(Acanthaceae)" was completed with
faculty mentor, Dr. Amanda Fisher, in the
CNSM Department of Biological Sciences. 

Thomas Carrillo (RISE) presented a poster
titled “Characterizing the Role of Annexin
A2 in HIV-1 Nef Activity” at the 36th Annual
CSU Biotechnology Symposium in Santa
Clara, CA. This work was completed with
faculty mentor, Dr. Peter Ramirez, in the
CNSM Department of Biological Sciences. 

Tayahna Agtarap Thomas Carrillo w/ faculty Dr. Ramirez

https://web.csulb.edu/colleges/cnsm/sas/rise/


NIH T34 UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH INITIATIVE
FOR SCIENTIFIC ENHANCEMENT (U-RISE)
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WHAT IS 
The Undergraduate RISE Program is funded through a grant from the National Institute of
General Medical Sciences (NIGMS) of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The program
aims to increase diversity in future scientific and biomedical research by identifying
students interested in pursuing research as a career and by providing training
opportunities to be competitive for entering graduate programs. This training includes
mentored research, an off-campus summer research experience (8-12 weeks), professional
development workshops, graduate school preparation, and conference support.

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

U-RISE

Priscilla Ceja (U-RISE) did an oral presentation at the 2024 NCUR conference in Long
Beach. Her work titled “Role of a Newly Identified Gene in the Lanthanide Response in
Methane-Consuming Bacteria” was completed with faculty mentor, Dr. Joseph Groom,
in the CNSM Department of Biological Sciences.  
Aden Gomez (U-RISE) presented a poster titled “Enzymatic Synthesis of Naphthol-
Based Unnatural Amino Acids using Tyrosine Phenol Lyase” at the American Society for
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (ASBMB) conference in San Antonio, TX. He is
conducting research with his mentor, Dr. Jason Schwans, in the CNSM Department of
Chemistry and Biochemistry.  
Brooke Morales (U-RISE) presented a poster titled “Competitive Hydroalkylation in
Organo-Initiated Photo-Hydroacylation Reaction” at the American Chemical Society
(ACS) Spring Meeting in New Orleans, LA. This work was completed with faculty
mentor, Dr. Paul Buonora, in the CNSM Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry.  
Gabriel Tan (U-RISE) presented a poster titled “Sodium Salicylate Differentially
Regulates the Unfolded Protein Response in a Colorectal Cancer Cell Lin” at the 36th
Annual CSU Biotechnology Symposium in Santa Clara, CA. This work was completed
with faculty mentor, Dr. Deepali Bhandari, in the CNSM Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry.  

Priscilla Ceja Brooke Morales Gabriel Tan

https://web.csulb.edu/colleges/cnsm/sas/rise/undergraduate.html


NSF LOUIS STOKES ALLIANCE FOR MINORITY
PARTICIPATION (LSAMP)
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CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

WHAT IS 
The Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (LSAMP) program at California State
University Long Beach is part of the statewide effort to enhance the math and science
skills of students who have faced or face social, educational, or economic barriers, and are
majoring in science, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM). For more
information on eligibility, applying, or the LSAMP experience, visit the LSAMP website.

LSAMP

Valeria Garcia (LSAMP) presented her work titled
“Developing a 3D Collagen Model of Cardiac Fibrosis”
was completed with faculty mentor, Dr. Perla Ayala, in
the COE Department of Biomedical Engineering.  

Lindsay Park (LSAMP) presented a poster titled “Impact
of Sediment-Amendment and Plant Restoration on
Microbial Soil Communities in a Southern California Salt
Mark”. This research was completed with her faculty
mentor, Dr. Jesse Dillon, in the CNSM Department of
Biological Sciences. 

Valeria Garcia

Lindsay Park

https://web.csulb.edu/colleges/cnsm/sas/lsamp/


RISE, U-RISE, LSAMP
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The LSAMP, RISE, and U-RISE students participated in
an infographics competition on March 29, 2024.

Students submitted infographics spanning lab
protocols and safety, to outreach posters, graphical
abstracts, and journal cover art. 3 students wowed

CNSM faculty and Development Office judges with their
creativity. Congratulations to Zyrille Abela (RISE),
Alexander Garcia (RISE), and Kien Pham (U-RISE).

COMPETITIONS

Alexander Garcia, Zyrille Abela,
Kien Pham

OUR STUDENTS!

Photo taken during 4/19 Learning Community



UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM (UHP)
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2024 HONORS SYMPOSIUM

WHAT IS 
The University Honors Program at California State University, Long Beach is committed to
providing an academically enriched, community-minded, and culturally diverse
environment for a diversely talented, premier group of highly qualified students. This
program cultivates inclusive excellence, designed to offer students the best of a thriving
liberal arts college experience alongside the opportunities afforded by a comprehensive
university setting.

UHP

https://www.csulb.edu/university-honors
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2024 HONORS SYMPOSIUM



36TH ANNUAL STUDENT RESEARCH
COMPETITION (SRC)

ABOUT 
The purpose of the 36th Annual Student Research Competition (SRC) is to showcase
excellence in scholarly research, and highlight creative activity conducted by CSULB
undergraduate and graduate students. The Student Research Competition will feature
oral presentations to an audience of fellow students, university community members, and
a jury of distinguished faculty. The 2024 SRC was held on Friday, March 8 at the College of
Business (COB).

SPRING 2024OURS

SRC

CSULB                    COMPETITION: 1ST PLACE WINNERS

Angel Marin-Flores – Behavioral and Social Sciences 
Bryan Kang – Biological and Agricultural Sciences
Wynn Barnard – Creative Arts and Design
Claudine Maloles – Education
Jalen Leyretana and Alex Alonzo – Engineering and Computer Sciences
Ruby Barragan – Health, Nutrition, and Clinical Sciences
Travis Barnett – Humanities and Letters
Anais Johnson – Physical and Mathematical Sciences

Ruby Barragan

Bryan Kang

Dr. Elyzza Aparicio, Anais Johnson,
Dr. Simon Kim

Angel Marin-Flores & Family, 
Dr. Elyzza Aparicio, Dr. Simon Kim

Dr. Ga-Young Kelly, Alex Alonzo,
Jalen Leyretana



36TH ANNUAL STUDENT RESEARCH
COMPETITION (SRC)
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SYSTEMWIDE COMPETITION                   @ SAN LUIS OBISPO: WINNERS

1st Place Winner: Ruby Barragan - Health, Nutrition, and Clinical Sciences
2nd Place Winner: Raya Torres - Humanities and Letters

Ruby Barragan Raya Torres

SRC MOMENTS CAPTURED

Travis Barnett at the Systemwide SRC Students, families, staff at the
Systemwide SRC

CSULB SRC Awards Ceremony CSULB SRC participants & staff at
Awards Ceremony



NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH (NCUR)
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ABOUT 
The National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR) is dedicated to promoting
undergraduate research, scholarship and creative activity in all fields of study by
sponsoring an annual conference for students. Unlike meetings of academic professional
organizations, this gathering of student scholars welcomes presenters from all institutions
of higher learning and from all disciplines. Overall, this conference offers a unique
environment for the celebration and promotion of undergraduate student achievement;
provides models of exemplary research, scholarship, and creative activity; and offers
student career readiness development.

NCUR

NCUR 2024: LONG BEACH CONVENTION CENTER

https://www.csulb.edu/office-of-undergraduate-research-services-ours/article/ncur-2024-long-beach


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCES FOR
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH (SCCUR)

ABOUT 
Southern California Conferences for Undergraduate Research (SCCUR) is an organization
of Southern California faculty, administrators, and interested members of the
community who share the common goal of improving education for college and
university students through hands-on experiences of undergraduate research,
scholarship, and creative activity. SCCUR supports inquiry-based education, in which
students learn while doing, working closely with faculty mentors on significant
academic projects and presenting their results to audiences in a professional manner. 

SPRING 2024OURS

SCCUR

ABSTRACT DEADLINES

Call for Abstracts Submissions: June 30th, 2024 
Abstract Submission Deadline: September 22nd, 2024

WHEN TO 
On-Line Registration Opens: September 30th, 2024
On-Line Registration Closes (PRESENTERS): November 10th, 2024
On-Line Registration Closes (GENERAL ATTENDEES): November 23rd, 2024
On-Line Registration Cost: $85.00 (Presenters and General Attendees)
Day-of-Conference Registration on Site: $95.00

REGISTER

SCCUR 
Day/Time: Friday, November 1, 2024
Location: California State University, San Bernardino

2024

https://www.sccur.org/


UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATION (URA)

ABOUT 
URA is an organization open to all CSULB students and is dedicated to providing
undergraduate students who are interested in research with a community to connect
with, learn from, and network with. The URA hosts several workshops and host guest
speakers throughout the academic year.

SPRING 2024OURS

URA

CONTACT URA

Linktree: https://linktr.ee/csulbura

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/csulbura/

Discord: https://discord.com/invite/mRbvwnMhh4 

URA Executive Officers at the First
General Meeting

URA Executive Officers at the Week of
RSCA Research Mixer

https://linktr.ee/csulbura
https://www.instagram.com/csulbura/
https://discord.com/invite/mRbvwnMhh4
https://discord.com/invite/mRbvwnMhh4
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                          RESEARCH
“For my summer research experience/internship, this January-March I had applied to
biomedical and medical focused summer Research Experiencing for Undergraduates
(REU). While not a part of BUILD or U-RISE, upper division research programs that have
their scholars apply to these REUs, I elected to pursue this path to further explore the
amalgamation of a career in research and medicine (as a research-scientist). While I am
still waiting to hear back from several programs before making my final decision, it is
most likely I attend the University of Alabama at Birmingham's Kidney, Urology, and
non-Maligant Hematolgy Research Experience (UAB KURE). In the UAB KURE, I am
allowed a research-focused experienced for 12 weeks (8 weeks on-campus) that allows
for me to perform basic or clinical research in a field that captivates my curiosity. Along
with the mentorship during my research project, networking, didactic session,
transplant and clinical observations, an oral 
presentation of my research at the KURE 
symposium, as well as at the KUH NIH 
conference are other benefits that will facilitate 
the development of my career. Lastly, I would 
like to thank the support of my principal 
investigator, Dr. Paul Weers. With pursuing a 
summer REU comes my absence in his lab, 
despite this Dr. Weers still heavily encouraged 
my application towards these programs.”

SUMMER

STUDENT HIGHLIGHT: BRYAN KANG

Bryan Kang Bryan Kang at the CSULB SRC

Bryan Kang at the Systemwide SRC
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                      ONORA

Onora Hatchette is a graduating senior with a major in Criminology, Criminal Justice

& Emergency Management and a minor in Forensic Studies. Throughout the

academic year, Onora worked with Dr. Christine Scott-Hayward, Director and

Professor of the School of Criminology, Criminal Justice, and Emergency

Management.

STUDENT HIGHLIGHT: ONORA HATCHETTE

Left: Dr. Scott-Hayward
Right: Onora Hatchette

ABOUT

                                             RESEARCH

“During the Fall 2023 Semester, I along with 3 other undergraduate students worked

with Dr. Christine Scott-Hayward and attended court hearings for scheduled

arraignments in the Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center in Los Angeles,

and Santa Ana Jail. We collected and reported qualitative observations using

systematic court observations of court proceedings regarding bail decision. This

past February, Dr. Scott-Hayward and I presented our findings in this year’s Western

Society of Criminology Conference. This was such an amazing opportunity to be a

part of. My interest and desire to contribute to research has grown and flourished.”

REFLECTION ON 
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RAYA’S
“I never expected to develop passion and appreciation for
research during my undergraduate career here at CSULB.
Having completed, presented and competed with two
successful research projects, I feel deeply humbled and
gratified. Especially since I shared my projects in various
conferences and competitions, while proudly representing
the university, I certainly feel very equipped to hone into
my research skills throughout the next stage of my life. I
am especially grateful for UROP for sending me to the CSU
Student Research Competition for the last two years, and I
am proud to have brought an award home this year! I look
forward to eventually pursuing a master's degree and
publish several studies along the way. As I embark onto my
next chapter, which entails working as a professional
journalist, I believe that research has empowered me to
stay curious, gritty and perseverant when searching and
reporting on the truth.”

REFLECTION ON RESEARCH

STUDENT HIGHLIGHT: RAYA TORRES

                                    PARTICIPATION
Research #1: Reporting from Uvalde: A Survey of Long-Term
Stress Responses to Covering a Mass Shooting

CSU Student Research Competition 2024 at Cal Poly SLO
Won 2nd overall in Humanities and Letters
Undergraduate Division

CSULB Student Research Competition 2024
Won 2nd in Humanities and Letters Division (1st place
among undergraduate students)

CSULB University Honors Program Research Symposium,
Spring 2024
Southwestern Anthropological Association Annual
Conference 2024 at Garden Grove, CA

Was invited to present at this conference
Research #2: The Importance of Radio Journalism During and
After the Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor

CSU Student Research Competition 2023 at San Diego State
Finalist for Humanities and Letters Undergraduate
Division

CSULB Student Research Competition 2023
Won 1st overall in Humanities and Letters Division 

CONFERENCE

Major: Journalism
Minor: Psychology
Faculty: Jesús Ayala, Dept. of
Journalism & Public Relations

Raya Torres at the
Systemwide SRC

Raya Torres at CSULB SRC

Raya Torres
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHT: TYLER MORRIS

Tyler Morris

                      TYLER

Tyler Morris is a fourth-year student in Psychology, taking pre-med courses in

conjunction with his psychology coursework. Tyler has been working with Dr.

Sarah-Jeanna Salvy at the Cedars Sinai Medical Center.

ABOUT

PARTICIPATION IN

"U-GROW has been an influential program that has given me the experience and

resources I need to further my path in undergrad and beyond. Working with Dr.

Salvy and her team at Cedars Sinai Medical Center was my first introduction to

psychological research, and they could not have been better mentors. Getting

hands on research experience as well as one on one advising and support from

the U-GROW team has allowed me to feel confident in my abilities, as well as

seek out further opportunities that will aid me in my career path."

U-GROW
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VICTORIA’S
“I was fortunate to be granted the opportunity to join the Undergraduate Research
Opportunity Program in my first year at CSULB. One project led to one year of research,
and more and more doors opened up during the following years. Guest speakers and
chances to be a panelist at informational sessions led me to my current position as a
Year 2 BUILD Scholar and the support needed to conduct my own research and
present it at conferences. I navigated both research and regular classwork by treating
them equally. I dedicated a certain amount of time per week (which changed
depending on the time of the semester) and then committed to completing the tasks
needed to deliver on my responsibilities. I prioritized deadlines and group work first,
and always kept my Google Calendar updated. I try to work on bigger projects in little
parts, too, to make it more feasible to complete. Because of all of the undergraduate
experience I gained over the past few years, I feel very confident in preparation of my
pursuit of my Master's degree of Public Health at CSULB.”

REFLECTION ON RESEARCH

STUDENT HIGHLIGHT: VICTORIA MIN

                                    PARTICIPATION
2021

UROP Symposium
Data Fellows Symposium

2022 
UROP Symposium
BUILD Symposium

2023
35th CSULB Student Research Competition
Week of RSCA
Southern CA Public Health Association Conference
CSULB Honors Symposium

2024
36th CSULB Student Research Competition
Week of RSCA
Western Regional Honors Conference
National Conference of Undergraduate Research

CONFERENCE

Major: Health Science:
Community Health Education
& School Health Education
Faculty: Dr. Kimberly Kelly,
Human Development & Dr.
Virginia Gray, Department of
Family and Consumer Sciences

Victoria Min
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THANK YOU 

FOR READING THE OURS

SPRING ‘24 NEWSLETTER!
SEE YOU IN THE SUMMER!

OFFICE OF UNDERRGADUATE RESEARCH SERVICES


