
 

The California State University system has implemented a policy that aims to eliminate single-use plastics including straws, bags, polystyrene food packaging, and water bottles on all 
CSU campuses by 2023.  Read the Policy here. 
This document is intended to help our CSULB community and partners comply with the policy and adopt alternatives to single-use plastics.  

Item 

(Prohibited/Discouraged) 

Best Alternative(s) 
(Preferred) 

Alternative  
(Acceptable) 

Additional Guidance 

The items in this column with a 
red asterisk are specifically 

prohibited under the CSU Single-
Use Plastics Policy. The other 

items are strongly discouraged. 

These columns list the most preferred alternatives in each 
category (in order of preference from left to right). 

 
Overall, reusable items are always preferred.  

These columns list acceptable disposable alternatives (in 
order of preference from left to right) to be used in 
instances when reusable options are not available or 
practical.  
 
In general, look for recyclable metal, or unlined, 
unbleached, 100% fiber-based products. 

Be wary of disposable bio-plastic products 

labeled with claims such as “Bio-

degradable,” “Made with plants,” “Plant-

based,” or “compostable.” 

 

Infrastructure and facilities for composting 

these products are rare so these items 

usually end up in the landfill where they do 

not readily bio-degrade.  

 

 
(*Plastic Water Bottle) 

 

 
(Reusable Bottle + Refill 

stations) 

 

      
(Water Dispenser + 

Reusable bottles and/or 
reusable cups) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

(Water in aluminum 
bottle) 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

(Water Dispenser + paper 
cups) 

 

There are over 180 filtered water hydration 
stations across CSULB’s campus. 
 
When hosting a catered event, request that 
the caterer provide a water dispenser and 
reusable or paper cups, (1)(2). If you host 
events frequently, consider investing in a 
dispenser and cups for your department or 
student club. 
 
If you’re interested in buying bottled water, 
contact the following individuals to order 
Aquafina or Beach branded water in 
aluminum bottles. 
 
Contact:  
Kristin Bonetati Kristin.Bonetati@csulb.edu 
 

CSU Single-Use Plastic Policy Alternatives Matrix 

 

https://calstate.policystat.com/policy/15202482/latest/
https://map.concept3d.com/?id=1314#!ct/63337,45996,44104,41975,55572,55573?m/445917?s/hydration
https://map.concept3d.com/?id=1314#!ct/63337,45996,44104,41975,55572,55573?m/445917?s/hydration
https://www.amazon.com/Lamosi-Disposable-Biodegradable-Unbleached-Beverage/dp/B0BM3DSD3J/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=36IM9BOM9G2TF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.FED3-41l2_7t5UZ81ZnmAaRyI8zvlFnB8ulfb34Mx0pn10qup2Zkcx8SXHhgJmI8Vdn7itnyMbRrpaxNxLkSVH8m340EaDgrGe_3szXQZZPGpH9vn0GfWELWPLK4nJoWfR4zFPdLuKMfFXt5ReUq0okAHpJhlS1PHxYZi2khFz3A5FHNGl1z-aHXVevXY4rXOOK5wi7oGjXMcnR5TI2SoJqL7DCm3nJwOQop7ehwDAmDYDT1v366d-oiol9c1x1J95V0_aJ6XUfqn4T3ysTq5S8ho9BYHp9HPyVbbS6sajc.8cx_ry6u4FK4pVDGyO8sWBI07oOeR58v1dGWfeMXC7o&dib_tag=se&keywords=compostable%2Bcup&qid=1717519427&s=home-garden&sprefix=compostable%2Bcup%2Cgarden%2C146&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08MQZPD3B?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Pump%EF%BC%8CKUFUNG-Drinking-Automatic-Dispenser-Universal/dp/B07V6XK82W/ref=sxin_16_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?c=ts&content-id=amzn1.sym.5439bf72-3da4-45fb-a22b-ecb711485806%3Aamzn1.sym.5439bf72-3da4-45fb-a22b-ecb711485806&cv_ct_cx=Water%2BDispensers%2B%26%2BCoolers&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.JjmvpyzmJoR0sRyQ-2x4Xi5si29uyYAgRGKQmNpdzRh2w44aJwfqfjChRmpYNZE4.07H0rpdS7WGMoSx26zj_HuGARDOSB5fge2S1tdbnqcU&dib_tag=se&keywords=Water%2BDispensers%2B%26%2BCoolers&pd_rd_i=B07V6XK82W&pd_rd_r=f31a04fd-bb25-4648-a60e-8b4eb6a588f1&pd_rd_w=Fe3nv&pd_rd_wg=0sF1M&pf_rd_p=5439bf72-3da4-45fb-a22b-ecb711485806&pf_rd_r=TRDPADH7A961ZQANCFNN&qid=1719441654&s=kitchen-bath&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sr=1-4-364cf978-ce2a-480a-9bb0-bdb96faa0f61-spons&ts_id=6810587011&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9zZWFyY2hfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
mailto:Kristin.Bonetati@csulb.edu


Item 

(Prohibited/Discouraged) 

Best Alternative(s) 
(Preferred) 

Alternative 
(Acceptable) 

Additional Guidance 

 

 
 

(*Plastic Straw) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Straw1 

 

 
(Reusable Straw) 

 

 
 

  
(PLA-Free Plant-Based 

Straw)  

 

 
(Paper Straw) 

1Per the policy, California Assembly Bill 

1884, and in compliance with the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA), straws are to be 

made available upon request only. 

 

When it comes to disposable options, paper 

is most preferred. Plant-based alternatives 

such as wheat or PLA-free sugar cane straws 

are acceptable.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(*Polystyrene food packaging) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Reusable dishes/containers) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Paper cups, plates, food containers) 

Styrofoam is a brand that is a commonly 
used term for polystyrene. This material is 
rarely recyclable since most recycling 
facilities do not accept it.  
 
California Senate Bill 1338 prohibits entities 
operating on state property from dispensing 
prepared food using a type of food service 
packaging that is not reusable, recyclable2, 
or compostable.  
 
2Plastic cups are recyclable if they are #1, 2 
or 5. 
 
When using compostable materials be sure 
that they are made from fiber-based 
materials (such as paper, bamboo, bagasse, 
wood, or sugar cane), are free of PLA, and 
free of plastic and bioplastic materials and 
linings. For a list of approved compostable 
food service items, click here.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1884
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1884
https://thesugarcanestraw.com/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB1335
https://www.amazon.com/Glass-Storage-Containers-Piece-Proof/dp/B082SN4QH6/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DZFEiR-39epWEGdndO0XhvkWgehrLi4yv3aOHOVDg8jGKTvEpImQ9JMxP69vq8G78tuEEr3MThV_w-fMCy_hjzrysdtGNMkG67r8i1wUR3M2zoysAJma4buUDMTt-DgMqUJnKEM5WWFGS--JSUEUMhKqowlzWq-R1dxm4WveN-fDO7JmZsAfyCFnt3BFX1Pbv0iOx8y8hvTWl0iDDnBxDrTM3NFhnEHJnlNWAnGJclk453JWOuUQRlhW4iWGl8KdBLF6L36lAlmhrW9l23xwuWadCLOY4U8R_qfq3PQenTc.e7ZzuqkJ-D6Fco5dWJ_XhFONPDTecN9e1LzUS7esJ6U&dib_tag=se&keywords=glass%2Bfood%2Bstorage%27&qid=1719847298&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/240-Pack-Disposable-Plastic-Drinking/dp/B081HYLNZZ?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09NMNJ1ZK?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_K9S937TQCV40NRYTANWD&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_K9S937TQCV40NRYTANWD&social_share=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_K9S937TQCV40NRYTANWD
https://www.csulb.edu/sustainability/organic-waste-diversion-sustainable-food-packaging-guidelines


Item 

(Prohibited/Discouraged) 

Best Alternative(s) 
(Preferred) 

Alternative 
(Acceptable) 

Additional Guidance 

 
 

 
(*Plastic Bag) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Bag 
 

 
 

 
(Reusable Canvas Bag) 

 

 
(Paper bag made from 50% or more recycled content) 

Starting January 2023, the CSU banned the 
use of single-use plastics. 
 
Plastic straws, single-use carry out bags, and 
single-use polystyrene (STYROFOAM™) are 
prohibited. 

(Plastic Utensils) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Utensils 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Reusable Utensils) 
 

 
(Compostable Wooden Utensils) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Plastic utensils and other types of small 
plastics are not readily recyclable because 
they are too small for the equipment at 
recycling facilities to effectively sort.  
 
If you are hosting an event with food, 

consider using reusable or compostable 

utensils or serving finger foods that do not 

require utensils. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 

(Prohibited/Discouraged) 

Best Alternative(s) 
(Preferred) 

Alternative 
(Acceptable) 

Additional Guidance 

 
(Plastic cups) 

 

 

 
(Reusable glass/mug) 

 

 

 
(Paper) 

 

If you don’t have the ability to wash 
reusable cups after use, opt for 
compostable cups that do not have a plastic 
lining and are free of PLA. To view approved 
compostable food service items, click here. 

 
(Drink Lids) 

 

No Lid 

 
(Cardboard/Paper Lids) 

Small plastics are not readily recyclable 
because they are too small for the 
equipment at recycling facilities to 
effectively sort. 
 
If you will be serving hot liquids, consider 
purchasing lids made of compostable 
material or avoid them all together.  

 

 
(Condiment Cup) 

 

 

 
(Reusable Ramekin) 

 
(Paper Condiment Cup) 

If you don’t have the ability to wash 
reusable condiment cups after use, opt for 
compostable cups with no plastic lining and 
are free of PLA.  To view approved 
compostable food service items, click here. 

https://www.csulb.edu/sustainability/organic-waste-diversion-sustainable-food-packaging-guidelines
https://greenpaperproducts.com/products/lid-for-10-20-oz-hot-cups-paper-hot-cup-lid-compostable
https://www.csulb.edu/sustainability/organic-waste-diversion-sustainable-food-packaging-guidelines


 


