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The Essential GE Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of the GE Breadth requirements, CSU 
students should show mastery in each oflhe·following: 

Knowledge of Hurnan Cultures and the Physical 
and Natural World 

Achieved through study in the Sciences and Mathematics, 
Social Sciences, Humanities, Histories, Languages, and 
the Arts 

Intellectual and Practical Skills, including: 
Written Communication 
Oral Communication 
Critical Thinking 
Quantitative Reasoning 
Information Literacy and Technology Literacy 
Teamwork 
Creativity, Inquiry, and Discovery 
Personal and Civic Responsibility, including 
Global Competencies 
lntercultural Competence (cultural values/traditions-U.S.) 
Ethical Reas6ning _and Social Responsibility 
Self-Understanding 
Foundatioh and Skills for Liffll~ng Learning 

Integrative Learning, including: 
Synthesis arid Interdisciplinary Methods c:if Inquiry 

General Education Requiremen~ (48 units*) 
The General Education curriculurrris organized as three 

sequentiaLphases. The first is the Foundation, a group .of 
courses designed to provide fundamental learning;skills. 
The second is Explorations,. courses distributed across the 
curriculum that are intended to provide an opportunity to 
explore the various way of acquiring and examining knowledge 
while continuing to develop learning skills. The third is 
the Capstone/designed to integrate knowledge and· skills 
developed earlier in the curriculum. (•students majoring in 
departments within the College of Engineering are required to 
lake only 45 units of GE) 

In completing the Foundation, Explorations, and Capstone 
phases of the General Education program, allstudents must 
complete a distribution pattern described below. ·•· 

Communicat.ioll' irl the English Language"and 
Critical Thinking (Category A, 9 units): · 

lnclud~s th,.;.,e F.;u0dation ·courses: 
Writt~n Communication in English (A1), Oral 
CommunicatiqhJn·English {A2), and Critical Thinking 
(A3), . . . . 

Natural S.ciences and Mathematics 
(Category B, 9 ull'its) · 

Includes o'1ecourse in biological science with lab (B1a) and 
one course.in physical s.ciem:e with lab (B1b).This requirement 
also includes the fou.rthFo.undation course in Mathematics 
(B2). .. 

The Arts anfj Hu.manities (Category C, 9 units) 
Includes one course in the arts (Ct) and 6 units in 

humanities from two of three areas: literature, philosophy, or 
foreign language (C2). 

Citizenship and Social and Behavioral Scien 
and·History (Category D, 12 units) 
Includes one course in US history (D1a) and one 00.· 

covering the US Constitution, including CA State and lo c 
government (01 b). This requirement also includes two • 
additional cOurSSs in social and behavioral scierlCes_ O_r h~ 
(02). < 

Self-Integration (Category E, 3 units) 
Includes bne course that deals with the human being 

psychological, physiological, and social organism. 
GE Electives (Categories B, C, D, 6 units):, 
Includes up to two additional courses from Natural Sci 

and Mathematics,. The Arts and Humanities, or Citizens 
and Socialand Behaviora.1 Sciences and History which . 
may be needed to complete the 48 unit General·EduCilti 
requirement. 

Additional GE Requirements 
The 48 units aoove must include courses that alsbfutfi 

following requirements: 
Global Issues (GI, 3 units): Requires a course desigr\e 

introduce students to cultures and places outside of the 

Human Diversity (HD, 3 units) 
Requires a course designed to introduce students .lo 

populations and cultures within the US. 

Capstones (9 units) 
Capstone c0

1

urses are upper division General Eduealib 
courses designed to reinforce advanced college skills su · 
as writing, analysis and Critique and are intended for stu 
who have completedatleast 60 units. There are three typ 
capstone .courses: Interdisciplinary, .Service Learning (3 u 
max.), and Advanced Skills (3 untts max.). Interdisciplinary' 
capstones are not limited. 

Capstone courses may simultaneously fulfill the specill 
requirements in Categories A-E, as well as !he Global lss'iJ 
Human.Diversity requirements. . , . 

Gene~al Education Policies. 
Only courses on the General Education Master Course1 

at the time the studenttakes the cours.e shall count for Ge 
Education. 

Because the program is intended to provide breadth; 
no more than 10 units of General Education courses in the· 
studenfs major department may be used lo satisfy !be GE I 
requirements. "Courses in the major department" include 
an cours~s Mused in ilie department offering the ffi,ajor, 
regardless of prefix. There is no limit to the number of unit 
outside .the niajor department that may be used to satisfy 
both the requirements for'ttie major and the requirements f, 
General Education. 

A cross"categorized course'may .be counted (at the stu_de 
option) in any one of the approved categories A-E, but not i(l;;l" 
more than one. - <--s 

Whe~e :aPpropriate __ examS_exiSt, Foundation_ and -_.>1; 
Explo.rations requirements .m~y be mei by ext_ernal . ,. :·~1 
ex8m~nations, _sUp_h ·a5: AdVanced Placemerit or lnteriiatiOnal;;;J 
Baccalaureate exams~_ _ ·· · .:,cf~ 

Students are exp!icled to complete the Capstone . :·%~ 
requirement at CSULB. An. exception will be made for stud0ri~ 
who transfer from another CSU campus after completing soil(~ 


