CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

ACADEMIC SENATE MEETING NO. 6 – FEBRUARY 9, 2006

M I N U T E S

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Margaret Merryfield, in the Towner Auditorium at 2:06 pm.  All voting members were present except: COE: H. Rahai; CLA: E. Blankley; CNSM: M. Zhang; STUDENT SERVICES: J. Prince; STAFF: S. Cox

EXCUSED ABSENCES: CLA: C. Piar; STUDENT SERVICES: J. Prince; ADMIN: K. Cohn, C. Lindsay; EX-OFFICIO: L. Calingo, L. Kingsford, R. Kochan.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The agenda for the February 9, 2006 Academic Senate meeting was approved.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Academic Senate meeting minutes from December 8, 2005 were approved with one correction.  That correction is as follows:

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a.
The President concurred with the proposal for the BA MS in Science Education, Option in Informal Science Education.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a.
Gary Reichard has been appointed Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer at the Chancellor’s Office.  He


will begin his new position February 10. Dee Abrahamse, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts will serve as Interim Provost beginning February 13.
b.
Our new Vice President for University Relations and Development, Andrea Taylor, started in her new position on January 31.

c.
Fred Neely, Director of Bookstore Services is now overseeing the upper campus Beach Hut.  If you have any input or suggestions for him, you may contact him at extension 5-4003 or at fneely@csulb.edu.

d.
Dean Luis Calingo of the College of Business Administration has announced that he will be taking a new position as Dean of the Boler School of Business at John Carroll University effective August 1, 2006. 

e.
Nominations for the President’s Commission on the Status of Women “Advancement of Women Awards” are due February 17.  For further information, you may contact Elizabeth Novack at extension 5-2577.

f.
A call for nominations for the Community Service Award went out this past Monday.  Nominations are due Friday, March 3.

g.
A call for nominations for Statewide Academic Senator has gone to the Academic Senate Nominating Committee.  The deadline for nominations is Monday, March 6.

h.
Applications for Service Learning Curriculum Development funding are due February 13.  For more information, please contact the Center for Community Engagement at extension 5-7131.

i.
Applications for the Alumni Association Grants program are due March 3.  For more information, contact Alumni Relations at extension 5-5299.

j.
Michelle Saint Germain and Lisa Maxfield are offering "ABC's of Assessment" workshops Thursday Feb. 23, Tuesday March 21, and Wednesday April 25, 12:30-1:30 in the FCPD. RSVP to Michelle at 57094. According to Michelle, "These will be for beginners and be hand-on, with lots of examples to work on.  We are also very happy to do special workshops for your college or for particular departments, programs, faculty councils, or curriculum committees, or any other groups." 

k.
For faculty interested in Fulbright programs, there will be workshops in San Diego on February 21. They will be offered by staff members from the Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES) at San Diego State University and at the University of San Diego.

l.
Senator Olson announced that the deadline for Student Research Competition entries is February 16 and that the next Faculty Supper Club will be on March 1 featuring Britt Rios Ellis from Health Science.
m.
The deadline to apply for the Fulbright Distinguished Chairs program is May 1. More detailed information was sent out in an email to the Senate group.
n.
The Chancellor’s Office has announced a search to fill the CSU Service-Learning Scholar position.  This is a two or three year rotating assignment in the Chancellor’s Office working closely with the Administrative Director of Community Service Learning.   Applications will be accepted through March 20.  For further information, you may contact Lorie Roth, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic Programs.

o.
Xiaolan Bao of the History department passed away last month after a long battle with breast cancer.  Dean Abrahamse indicated that there would be an on-campus memorial on February 22 on the fifth floor of the Library.

p.
Tom Myers, Director of Admissions passed away last week after a long illness.

5. REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC SENATE CSU

Senator Arroyo reported that the CSU Academic Senate has passed two resolutions of interest.  One is to support the AAUP’s statement on academic freedom, and to object to outside groups influencing what is taught on campus.  The second is to encourage the Board of Trustees to secure funds for salaries, health care and housing for faculty.  

In addition, he reported that there has been a lot of discussion on the budget crisis of the CSU Senate.  There is a structural deficit due to the increase in number of senators without an increase in budget.  The Chancellor’s Office is adamant about maintaining the budget as is, so one solution being discussed is to reduce the number of senators from 59 to 53.  The CSU Senate will discuss this again at the next meeting.

Senator Arroyo also reported that the General Education Advisory Committee will meet on March 7 to review surveys from the campuses.  

An oversight committee has been established to develop the criteria for initiation of the independent doctorate.

There is concern out of the Chancellor’s Office regarding the RTP process.  There will be a meeting on February 24 on this topic.

6.  REPORT OF THE CFA

CFA President Sondhi reported that the CFA is presenting, Talks Across the Divide where different topics will be addressed.  She provided flyers at the door on three topics – FERP, Lecturer Job Security, and Salary Inversion Compression.  There will be an upcoming “road show” of state leaders which will come to CSULB on February 23 right after the Academic Senate meeting in the Chartroom.  President Sondhi encouraged faculty to go to calfac.org to sign up on the list serve to receive information.  In addition, she encouraged faculty to call or email her at cfa@csulb.edu or at extension 5-5165 if you have questions.

7. REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Emma Daugherty Phillingane, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented recommendations as follows:

General Education Governing Committee (GEGC): It was M/S/P to approve the appointment of Inna Lisker, Professional Studies, as the lecturer representative on the GEGC (replaces Aaron Wilson).
Writing Proficiency Exam:  It was M/S/P to approve the appointment of Rebekha Abbuhl, Linguistics to serve on the WPE Development Committee. 

8.  CONSENT CALENDAR

None

9. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

President Alexander thanked the Senate for the opportunity to discuss issues before the body and stated that he encourages and learns from questions as he becomes acclimated to the campus.  He stated that it is his job to help the faculty help the students.  President Alexander introduced the new Vice President for University Relations and Development, Ms. Andrea Taylor, a CSULB graduate and formerly of the UC Irvine Campus.  He then acknowledged Gary Reichard’s promotion to Executive Vice Chancellor and thanked Dean Abrahamse for stepping in as Interim Provost.  Next, the President spoke about the state budget 6% increase which translates as 16.9 million dollars.  He informed the body that roughly 6 million would go toward enrollment needs, another 6 to general expenditures, and the remainder to the budget recovery plan.  He reaffirmed his commitment to the Resource Planning Process (RPP) and plans to continue this process.  President Alexander then spoke about the federal budget cuts and how they affect CSULB by reducing student aid, negatively impacting the TRIO programs, and Pell Grants.  Senator McKay asked his views on assessment and text book costs.  The President replied that there are two ways to look at assessment, “..either we do it ourselves or it gets done to us.”  He added that he is in favor of inquiry-based learning (in further answer to Senator McKay’s question).  Regarding text book costs, the President stated that he is in support of text book reform and he is fairly certain that the issue is being addressed in a state legislature.  The President expressed that he is concerned with students’ ability to afford textbooks, and is also concerned with the Library’s ability to keep up with costs.  Finally, he announced that the Athletic Director search will have to be re-opened to candidates who would be the proper fit for the campus and the community.  He ended with an encouragement for the members to attend Homecoming this coming weekend.

10.  PROPOSED POLICY REVISION: POLICY 02-08 DECLARATION OF MAJOR 

Item 8.1 the proposed revision to Policy 02-08: Declaration of Major (AS-683-05/CEPC) came before the Senate for a first reading.  The revision proposed is to remove the following phrase as indicated by strikethroughs:




To help insure timely completion of graduation requirements, students who have a 




total of 60 Units competed and in progress must have declared a major before they 




may register for the next term.

It was M/S (Dowell/Olson) to accept this revision.  Vice Provost Dowell commented that this revision will help those students caught in the trap of sequential course requirements in impacted majors, i.e., Psychology.  Senator Huckaby commented that this policy was designed for students who wait too long to declare their major, and gives them time to declare, but not as much time as the original 1997 policy which had a cut off of 75 units.

This item will come before the Senate for a second reading on February 23, 2006. 

11.  OVERVIEW OF ACADEMIC SENATE WEBSITE

The Academic Senate office staff, Mica Aragon and Kiry Meng, presented an overview of the newly updated Academic Senate website.  They reported that in an effort to make policy statements more readily accessible, they and the Senate chair, with advice from the campus community, reviewed all policies for currency of content.  The active policies were divided into two groups: (1) Degree-related policies; (2) All other policies.  Under the Degree-related policies there are three indices.  

· Alphabetical

· Numerical

· Inactive/Obsolete

Under the Academic Senate policies there are 5 indices.

· Alphabetical

· Numerical

· Subject – this is in four categories: 




Admissions, Academic Standards, and Other Classroom Business 




Administrative/All University 




Curriculum 




Faculty Personnel

· Inactive/Obsolete

· Frequently Accessed

In the future, there will be a dedicated search engine for the Senate website which will make it even easier to search for policy statements.  Suggestions and questions were encouraged.  It was suggested the superseded policies stay on the website with document links.  It was also suggested that superseded or obsolete policies have an indication on the document, such as a watermark.

12.  OPEN DISCUSSION
In the open discussion several issues were brought forth.  

Ad Hoc Committee on Plus/Minus Committee - Senator Rintoul asked for a progress report from the Ad Hoc Committee on Plus/Minus Grading.  Senator Soni, chair of this committee, responded that a formal report would be provided most likely at the next Senate meeting, but in the mean time, he can report that that the committee is nearly done and has drafted a penultimate report.  Senator Davis asked if there will be a second reading once this document is presented to the Senate and if there will be an opportunity for more student input.  The Chair responded by indicating that outside speakers must have the consent of the body.  It was suggested that the AS discuss the report and then the student Academic Senators could speak on the student body’s behalf.
Parking - Senator Pavri commented that the parking on South Campus is very bad, in fact worse than last semester.  Senator Huckabay indicated that in the parking lot by Nursing, they solved a lot of their parking issues by having more employee spaces designated through 5:00 pm.  Senator Ameral showed concerned that there would be fewer spaces for students if more were designated for employees.  Senator Forrest suggested that perhaps the Senate should ask for a report from Parking.  There appeared to be consensus with this idea.  
Retreat Follow-up – Assessment  - Senator Caron asserted a “gentle reminder” that the notes from the Senate Retreat break-out sessions regarding assessment issues be provided to the Senate for review.  His concern is that assessment is going on without faculty input.  
Student Fee Deposit and Mandatory Orientation - Senator Davis asked for a follow up on the tuition deposit fee.  Chair Merryfield responded that she believed that President Maxson concurred with the fee deposit and mandatory orientation, but because it was too late to take effect in Fall 2006, it will have to go to President Alexander for consideration for Fall 2007. 

Forty Niner Shops - Chair Merryfield suggested that we have Don Penrod, CEO of the Forty Niner Shops make a report to the Senate.

Discussion of Faculty Issues - Chair Merryfield informed the body that at the next Senate meeting, there is a plan to have an open discussion on faculty issues such as faculty workload, faculty salaries, WASC and/or assessment.

Resolution for Gary Reichard  - Senator Garcia asked if their would be a formal acknowledgement to Gary Reichard for his service to the University.  She was informed that the Executive Committee on behalf of the Academic Senate, unanimously voted in a commendation of Gary Reichard in the form of a written resolution.  This will be made available to the Senate.

13.  ADJOURNMENT

It was M/S to adjourn.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 3:40 PM.
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Keith Freesemann



Recording Secretary 




Secretary of the Senate
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