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 ACADEMIC SENATE 

MINUTES 

MEETING 6
December 6, 2012, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Towner Auditorium - PSY 150

1. CALL TO ORDER: 2:05 p.m.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The chair announced that the agenda has a mistake. The items in the consent calendar last week should actually indicate it’s at its second reading for this agenda. 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1 Academic Senate Minutes of November 15, 2012 
There were corrections from Senator Chun (4.3.1) indicating she “objected the placement of the proposed discontinuances of the Asian American Studies and Japanese Studies certificate programs on the consent calendar,”  thus, moving these items to the next meeting’s agenda.
4. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

4.1 Executive Committee
4.1.1 Announcements 
· Chair O’Connor said the statewide Academic Senate Chairs are currently meeting at the Chancellor’s Office discussing budgetary matters based on a report from Vice Chancellor, Benjamin Quillian. Chair O’Connor shared the following statistics: in the last 4 years, the state of California has reduced its funding to the CSU by approximately $1 billion dollars, from approximately $3 billion down to now $2 billion. Budgeting we are receiving from the state now is equivalent to the budget from 1998-1999 and yet the CSU is educating 50,000 more students. While the passage of Proposition 30 and other measures helps our funding levels, we are still facing serious structural deficits in the CSU. President Alexander added that we are at 1966 levels of funding, the lowest level in 46 years, while at the same time the public funding for private higher education is at an all-time high. 
· Great things at every department such as the performances by COTA, the Moot Court Program by Political Science Department (CSULB got 1st place in the moot court regional trials), there are meetings with Presidents and the Senate Chairs of CSU and community colleges in L.A. Basin talking about the relationships between CSU and Community Colleges. Much of that work is unfunded or funded minimally but these partnerships are to done to help improve education of our students. 
· Provost Para sent out messages on Curricular Taskforce. Self-nominations are accepted. Nominations are due by 12 p.m. on Monday Dec. 10, 2012. This work is to be completed by the Spring, 2013 semester.
· Nominations are needed for the University Outstanding Awards. Nominations are due on Monday, December 10, 5 p.m. 

Questions: 

Senator Schürer asked for clarification on the process for the selection of the Provost Curriculum Taskforce members. Provost Para clarified that this process was carefully considered and he wants to bring the right expertise to the table.  Senator Schürer pointed out that the two department chairs on the committee are appointed by the Dean’s Council and the Department Chairs Advisory Committee respectively and that the student member is selected by the ASI, but that in contrast the faculty members are merely recommended by the Academic Senate Executive Committee. He requested that, parallel to these other bodies, the Academic Senate Executive Committee be allowed to select or appoint the faculty members. Provost Para denied the request. Senator Schürer also expressed that faculty representation is the minority in this task force and this is a serious problem. Chair O’Connor clarified that the reason for the imbalance was because the original charter did not include a UCUA professional advisor and once that position was added and approved by the Executive Committee, it created an imbalance. Interim Dean of the College of the Arts, Chris Miles, then reminded the Senate that department chairs are, in fact, members of the faculty, giving faculty a majority on the committee. 
Point of information: Senator Chun requested information through the Chair regarding the selection of faculty members for appointment to the Provost’s Curriculum Taskforce members.  Senator Chun explained that when she was a member of the Nominating Committee, that committee of faculty members nominated faculty candidates for the committee that selected candidates for the vacant Provost position (based on faculty interest statements submitted to the Nominating Committee).  Senator Chun requested information about why faculty members for the Provost’s Curriculum Task Force were not selected in a similar manner, with faculty representatives being selected by faculty.  Senator Chun was told that the Provost could select faculty representatives for his Curriculum Task Force himself.
4.2 Nominating Committee: Report from the Chair
4.2.1 Provost Nominee to the Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects

Senator O’Connor gave a brief description of the IRB. There are 11 faculty members on this board that are carefully chosen. Chair O’Connor then proceeded to explain the process for selecting members in this committee. Senator Rose-Marie Hoffman had to leave her post and the Provost recommended Connie Ireland from Criminal Justice to fill this vacancy. 

This motion for the vote was approved. 

The recommendation for this replacement was approved unanimously. 
4.3 Councils

4.3.1 Status of Policies before the Senate: Consent Calendar: 
4.3.1.1 Discontinuance: Master of Physical Therapy (AS-889-12/CEPC/URC ) SECOND READING
This discontinuance passed unanimously. 
5. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: None
6. SPECIAL ORDERS
6.1 Report: President Alexander (TIME CERTAIN: 2:10-2:20 p.m.)
· President Alexander briefly discussed a few topics of national importance as they relate to higher education, including the “Fiscal Cliff,” the creation of a new a new national policy regarding the funding of higher education, and the national conversation regarding student loans.

· The President also made the following announcements:
· Our bookstore is ranked as the most comprehensive bookstore in the Nation.

· CSULB was ranked 7th safest campus in the United States by Safety and Security Magazine. We are the only CSU to be ranked within the top 22 safest schools. 
· Senator Chun asked about the introduction of massive online open courses (MOOC’s) at other universities and the potential impact on CSUs and public education in general. President Alexander said there is much monitoring and regulating of these courses to meet accreditation requirements.  
· Senator Schürer requested information on changes in the Faculty-in-Residence program.
6.2 Report: CFA, Teri Yamada (TIME CERTAIN: 2:20-2:25 p.m.)
· There are current nominations for CFA membership. Please seek out college representatives whom you feel are best suited to represent the faculty. 
· There are concerns with CFA about faculty workload, no pay raises, or assigned time, challenges in technology and other possible stressors.  She welcomes ideas to help reduce faculty workload and also asked Jeet Joshee, Leslie Kennedy and Terri Allen to give a presentation regarding this topic at an Academic Senate meeting in February followed by an open period of discussion. She then asked President Alexander to participate in this presentation. 
· CFA representative Yamada requested a motion for this topic. This motion was approved unanimously by the Senate.
6.3 Report: ASCSU, David Hood (TIME CERTAIN: 2:25-2:30 p.m.)
· The proposed graduation initiative was removed from the Board of Trustees agenda by the trustees. 
· The ASCSU demanded faculty consultation on the unit limits which was being changed to 120 units. They agree with the change but also feel faculty should have a voice.
· They supported the Trustees support budget and they propose an increase in salary.
· In addition, in January they will be discussing having a complete smoke-free environment for every single campus. 

7. OLD BUSINESS: None
8. NEW BUSINESS
8.1 Discontinuance: Certificate in Asian American Studies (AS-888-12/CEPC/URC) FIRST READING

Senator Brazier indicated that this request comes to the Senate with the support of the Asian/Asian American Studies Department.
Senator Yamada, Vice Chair of the Asian and Asian American Studies Department, spoke to this motion as a member of the AAAS Department.  Various senators requested additional information regarding this motion (e.g., if the classes offered within this certificate would be discontinued, if students would still be able to apply for minors within AAAS, etc.).  Senator Chun asked if this motion is related to the university’s decision to suspend admissions to the AAAS Department and rescind seven acceptances to this program, as reported by the Daily 49er on May 10, 2012.  Senator Yamada clarified that the proposed discontinuance of the Certificate in Asian American Studies was not related to the university’s recent decision to suspend the AAAS Master’s program.  

8.2 Discontinuance: Certificate in Japanese Studies (AS-888-12/CEPC/URC)  FIRST READING

This is a request made by Senator Brazier indicating that this request comes to the Senate with the support of the Asian/Asian American Studies Department.
8.3 Discontinuance: Certificate in Russian and Eastern European Studies (AS-888-12/CEPC/URC) FIRST READING
Senator Brazier and Chair of RGRLL Muller stated that this certificate no longer contains students. Senator Lindsay clarified that all discontinuances begin in the department.  Chair Muller stated that while the prior chair of RGRLL (at the time Lisa Vollendorf) was informed about the discontinuance, the department’s faculty (with the exception of Harold Schefski) was not informed and did not, as stated in a 10 January 2012, memo sent to Academic Senate Chair Vollendorf, discuss or unanimously approve discontinuance of the Russian certificate. He also stated that RGRLL discussed this issue at its faculty meeting on November 30, 2012, and retroactively approved the discontinuance.
8.4 Policy: Undergraduate Grade Point Average Requirements (AS-892-12/CEPC) FIRST READING
Senator Brazier spoke on behalf of this policy indicating that CSULB students must earn four different GPAs to graduate while most other universities only require three. Overall this creates confusion especially for the student. There are only a small number of students that do not meet this GPA. Some departments may continue to use this GPA for advising purposes only. 
Senator Schürer stated that streamlining in this case may interfere with the university’s efforts at producing highly valued degrees and fears that the value of the degree may decrease by not having this additional GPA requirement. Chair O’Connor clarified that departments may keep their individual requirements for a particular major. Senator Jaffe expressed concern regarding the amount of work it may generate for the departments to implement or make changes to this requirement. 
Per Senator Schürer’s question, AVP Lindsay indicated this policy change was requested by AVP Mahoney. 
Chair O’Connor announced that more questions may be entertained on the second reading in the spring. 

9. ADJOURNMENT: 2:57pm. 

