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ACADEMIC SENATE 

MINUTES 

MEETING 11
March 22, 2012  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in PSY-150

1. CALL TO ORDER at 2:04 p.m.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Approved unanimously.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1 Academic Senate Minutes of March 8, 2012
Approved with no changes.   
4. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

4.1 Executive Committee
4.1.1 Announcements 
Chair Vollendorf announced that we had insufficient nominations for Academic Senate council lecturers and asked the Senators to please nominate lecturers from their colleges. 
4.1.2 Faculty Awards
Distinguished Faculty Teaching Award:  Steve Wilson, Social Work, CHHS

Distinguished Faculty Advising Awards (two): 

Michael Chelian, Computer Engineering and Computer Science, COE 

Leland Vail, Music, COTA

4.2 Nominating Committee: Report from the Chair: None
4.3 Councils

4.3.1 Status of Policies before the Senate: Consent Calendar: None
5. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: None
6. SPECIAL ORDERS
6.1 Report of the President (TIME CERTAIN: 2:05-2:15 p.m.)
President Alexander talked about the recent budget announcement. There will be a 27 million dollar adjustment and a possible student reduction of 20-25,000 as they will not be admitted to the University. He stated that will have to turn away many student applicants and the University we will not be open in January for winter session because we do not have 35% of budget from state. Additionally, students will be waitlisted in the fall depending on the budget. About 1,800 courses across the system will be reduced and there will be about 3,000 employee reduction system-wide. The President stated that he hopes to have a better outlook based on the May revise. The university must prepare ahead of time for budgetary changes because it affects the lives of many people. Provost Para stated that people have been supportive of the recent budget announcement and they do not want take the actions mentioned in the memo however, it is necessary to act now rather than later to prepare for the future.

Questions were asked about the tuition structure and the potential tax implications. President Alexander said they are looking at all options and that the November ballot will be critical for the CSU. 
6.2 Report of the CFA (TIME CERTAIN: 2:15-2:20 p.m.)

Luis Arroyo represented the CFA on behalf of Teri Yamada. He reminded senators of three points:
1. The CFA Board of directors statewide decided unanimously to authorize CFA members in favor of two day rolling strikes if contract settlement fails.
2. CFA members should go on the website and fill out a pledge card to express any dissatisfaction with the ongoing policies in the Chancellor’s level and board of trustees. 

3. Support Brown’s tax initiative in ballot. 

7. OLD BUSINESS (TIME CERTAIN: 3:15 p.m.)
7.1 Policy on Requirements for Master’s Degrees (AS-821-10/CEPC)—SECOND READING
Senator Hamano requested to amend the first paragraph to say “…for seven years” because courses change and classes expire after seven years. Senator Soni seconded for discussion. AVP, Lindsay does not agree with this amendment because it goes against Title V. Others spoke against the amendment. 

A vote to the amendment was taken:

Yes: 8

No: 40

The motion failed. 

Section 1.B: Senator Behl suggested changing the wording in this paragraph because he does not feel this wording should state something that is already known, which is that students may have to take a required class on a semester when it is offered. 

This amendment was approved unanimously and passed. 
Section2: Senator Brazier requested to rearrange the wording to make #3 in the General Requirements for Master’s Degree section less confusing. AVP Lindsay clarified that students must get a 3.0 in their courses and in the overall GPA to graduate. Graduate students cannot “repeat, delete” classes. Thus, a grade of “D” will count against GPA. The statement was reworded on the floor of the Senate to reflect this.

A vote to the amendment was taken: 

Yes: 38
No: 4
This amendment passed. 

Section 2: Senator Miles made an amendment and explained that it is the same essence as the previous amendment as Senator Brazier but with different wording. His amendment also stipulates for a faculty to set a minimum grade on a course. Senator Miles stated he believes it is best if departments have an option to set a higher limit on the grade required. He also feels that there should be a limit in the ability to retake classes. A vote for the change: “Departments may require higher minimum grades…” was taken:
Yes: 37

No: 7

This amendment passed.
Section 2:  “A student may retake a course once in order to achieve a minimum grade…”Discussion ensued for making sure this amendment is compatible with other restrictions and policies on graduate education.

A vote was taken:

Yes: 33 

No: 6

This motion carried.

Senator Colburn instigated a discussion regarding the line “a student may retake a course once in order to achieve a minimum grade…” No motion was made. 
Senator Miles made an amendment to add percentages rather than fractions to the section 4.5 to make it easier to read. AVP, Lindsay explained why fractions were used in this amendment and believes it is more restrictive but it does not go against any policy.
A vote was taken: 

Yes: 35
No: 3
The amendment passed. 

Senator Miles: Made an amendment to change the statement “at least 50%” to “not less than…” 
This amendment passed unanimously.
Senator Brazier in Section 7.7 requested adding “… a student may not change from one option to the other without the approval of the graduate advisor.” This amendment was suggested for purposes of clarification. 
This amendment passed by unanimous consent. 

Senator Behl asked for clarification in Section 7 where it states that students to go to the “appropriate dean or designee” for amendment approval. Senator Huckaby suggested leaving titles and such out of the policy to avoid confusion.
Senator Miles suggested modifying “Complete all requirements within seven consecutive academic years.” He believes this phrase helps avoid confusion but it still states within seven years. He withdrew this amendment. 
Senator Colburn objected to voting on the policy and suggested we go back to a sentence earlier discussed “acceptance to the policy…” The Senate agreed to wait to vote on the policy.

8. NEW BUSINESS (TIME CERTAIN: 2:25 p.m.)
8.1 EdS in School Psychology, Pupil Personnel Services Credential: School Psychology Option (AS-866-11/CEPC/URC)—FIRST READING 
Kristi Hagans CED and Kristin Powers, CED explained the need for a degree rather than the current credential program. Reasons included financial aid eligibility, transcripts that reflect the degree, and alignment with other degrees in this area.
8.2 BFA in Theatre Arts with Options in Acting and Theatre Engagement and Discontinuance of Option in Performance in BA in Theatre Arts (AS-860-11/CEPC/URC)—FIRST READING

Joanne Gordon chair of Theatre Arts explained that the proposed degree will have two options: (1) the traditional BFA performance, which trains students in acting; and (2) the Social Engagement option, which is a new a new and innovative program. 
8.3 Curriculum and Educational Policies Council Charge (AS-772-08/CEPC)—FIRST READING
Senator Brazier discussed the changes that they did to make things more efficient. One significant change is to have two lecturer representatives instead of one. 

8.4 Campus Academic Calendar Committee Charge (AS-853-11/CACC/EC)—FIRST READING
Senator Soni discussed the charge and the proposed changes, which were made in response to Executive Committee suggestions to streamline the charge and clarify some of the voting, term-length, and representation issues. The number of faculty members increases by one in the proposed charge; the word “large” is removed from department description; and the process by which suggested calendars are referred to the Executive Committee and then to the President is clarified.

8.5 Policy on Final Course Grades, Grading Procedures, and Final Assessments (AS-872/CEPC)—FIRST READING
Senator Brazier explained that the CEPC made minor changes to the document to clarify issues surrounding plagiarism, academic honesty, and evaluation of students in response to grade appeals cases. 
8.6 Policy on Coordination of Multi-Section and Sequential Courses (AS-771-08/CEPC)— FIRST READING
Senator Brazier explained that this policy sets up a framework for how departments should deal with multi-section as sequential courses in terms of coordination and consistencies on different courses. To respond to Senator Soni’s question in Section II, the word “content” refers to general topic. 

9. ADJOURNMENT
4:05 p.m.








