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The following section provides an overview of program effectiveness as gathered from student/graduate 
achievements including presenting at local/state/and national conferences, receiving awards/scholarships, 
pursuing doctoral degrees, and holding prestigious jobs. 

 

Conference Papers  

A native of Japan, Program alumna, Yoshimi Ohasi, presented her thesis study titled,   Parental expectations 
in Japanese picture books: A quantitative content analysis, at the annual meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association’s (AERA) annual meeting in Vancouver, April 2012. Four program alumnae, Reiko 
Sakuma (Teacher Expectations for Entering Kindergarteners: A Qualitative Study with Prekindergarten and 
Kindergarten Teachers); Sun Zaodi (A Qualitative Study of Parents’ Beliefs, Involvement, and Challenges in 
Children’s English Education in China); Patrice Collins (Exploring Father Involvement: A Qualitative Study with 
Formerly Incarcerated African-American Fathers), Fawzia Reza (Experiences and Expectations of Immigrant 
Pakistani Parents Regarding Parental Involvement in Schools)  presented their research (conducted as 
students at CSULB) at the American Educational Research association’s (AERA) annual meeting in Philadelphia 
in April 2014.  The news was featured in the College Spotlight webpage.   

Two recent graduates, Maria Navaro and Romana Lopez, presented one of their MA course assignments, A 
Case for Early Intervention for Children from Poverty Backgrounds, at the annual meeting of the Association 
for the Childhood Education International, ACEI, in Vancouver, April 2014.  During her study period, 2010-
2013, program alumna Patrice Collins, made a number of presentations including: National: Children with 
Incarcerated Parents: Enhancing Early Education Experience and Developmental Outcomes (Association for 
Childhood Education International, ACEI, Washington DC, March 2012); Involving Incarcerated Fathers to 
Enhance their Children’s Quality of Education and Developmental Outcomes (ACEI, April, 2011, New Orleans:); 
and Father/male involvement in children's lives: Global perspectives and practices (ACEI, Phoenix, April 2010, 
co-presenter). State and CSULB presentations : Children with Incarcerated Parents: Enhancing Early Education 
Experience and Developmental Outcomes (East Bay Association for the Education of Young Children, Oakland, 
CA, March 2012); Celebrating Fathers of the Community (National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People annual speaker series, CSULB, April 2011); Involving Fathers to Enhance their Children’s 
Quality of Education and Developmental Outcomes (National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People annual speaker series, CSULB, April 2010).  

Program alumna Hawani Negussie will present her doctoral research conducted at CSULB at the annual 

meeting of AERA in Chicago in 2015.  

A current program student, Daniella Arbizzi and program alumnae, Anita Varisco and Evelyn Gordinez, will co-

present a paper tilted, Implementations of Italy’s Reggio Emilia Early Childhood Philosophy in two Early 

Childhood Programs in Southern California: Insights from the Field, at the annual meeting of the Academy for 

Educational Studies in San Diego, in February, 2015.  

Publications             

Alumna Ms. Christina Medeiros co-authored a chapter titled, Involvement of Homeless fathers:  Challenges 
and possibilities, for the book, Father Involvement in Young Children’s Lives: A Global Analysis (2013: 
Springer). 

http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/aera/aera12/index.php?click_key=1&obf_var=2891725&PHPSESSID=0a72b7iqvgfjm2m4ks28ca3bh1
http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/aera/aera12/index.php?click_key=1&obf_var=2891725&PHPSESSID=0a72b7iqvgfjm2m4ks28ca3bh1
http://www.ced.csulb.edu/early-childhood-education-graduates-present-aera-conference
http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/aera/aera15/index.php?click_key=1&obf_var=2375869&PHPSESSID=o24e4ttm7sihqn2t0euqjvdpg3#search_top
http://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-94-007-5155-2_8#page-1


Program alumna Fawzia Reza has signed a contract to publish a book based on her dissertation study titled, 
The Effects of September 11 on Pakistani Parental Involvement in Schools, for the Lexington Publisher (an 
imprint of Rowman and Littlefield publisher).  She has also signed a contract to publish a co-authored 
chapter, Pakistani immigrant children in US public schools:  A case for Multicultural Literacy training for 
school personnel, for the book, Reconceptualizing Literacy in the New Age of Multiculturalism and Pluralism 
(Information Age Publishing).  She has also signed a contract to publish a book titled, The Effects of 
September 11 on Pakistani Parental Involvement in Schools, for the Lexington Publisher (an imprint of 
Rowman & Littlefield publisher).  Ms. Reza’s article, Do schools perpetuate racial profiling? A qualitative study 
on immigrant Pakistani parents, has been accepted for publication in the autumn of the journal, Race 
Equality Teaching.  

Program alumna Ms. Jody Johnson has signed a contract to co-author an article titled, Diversity in Early 
Childhood Education for the online publication, Oxford Bibliographies in Education. 

Pursuing Doctoral Degrees         

Within the last seven years, a few of the program graduates have joined doctoral programs within and 
outside of the state and country.  Program alumnae who have completed their doctoral programs include: 
Fawzia Reza (CSULB), Hawani Negussie (CSULB); Tanzil Khan (Pepperdine University, Southern California). 
Graduates who are currently continuing in the doctoral degree programs of various universities include:  Judy 
Krause (University of Laverne), Tawnie King (CSULB); Shireetha Gathers (University of Southern California); 
Treshawn Anderson (Purdue University); Donsak Tsailexthim (Thailand).  Alumna, Sun Zaodi, is currently in 
the process of entering the Ph. D. program in early childhood education at Beijing Normal University, China.   

Awards/Scholarships  

Ms. Patrice Collin was awarded the Outstanding Graduate of the College of Education at CSULB in 2012. Ms. 
Collins also was also awarded the 2012 Alan T. Nishio Scholarship for Educational Equity Excellence by CSULB.  
Ms. Collins was among the 20 recipients of college scholarships (Minerva Scholarships), awarded as part of 
The Women's Conference in 2010, and received the award from the first lady, Mrs. Michelle Obama. Ms. 
Collins also received a Graduate Research fellowship from CSULB in 2011 to conduct her thesis study.  
Alumna Fawzia Reza who later joined the ED. D program at CSULB received the David-Lucile-Packard-
foundation Fellowship to conduct a study with teachers in Transitional Kindergarten programs in Southern 
California.  

Employment Opportunities            
ECE Master’s program graduates have secured prestigious positions in local communities.  Program alumna, 
Dionne Gibson, was hired as the Early Childhood Project Liaison, Early Education Expert (EEE) for the Orange 
County Department of Education, School and Community Services Division.  This was featured on the College 
Spotlight webpage. 

A current ECE program student, Ms. Daniela Arbizzi, was hired as the Child Development program Specialist 
by the Fullerton School District to implement Reggio Emilia philosophy ( A particular ECE philosophy from the 
city of Reggio Emilia, Italy_ and curriculum in all the Transitional Kindergarten classrooms offered by the 
district.  Ms. Arbizzi worked in Reggio Emilia, Italy.  Ms. Christina Nigrelli, an alumna of the program was hired 
as the Senior Director of Programs, Western Office, of the prestigious national organization, ZERO TO THREE 
(National Center for Infants, Toddlers and Families). 

In the last seven years, program graduates have also joined as tenure-track faculty members in local 
community colleges and universities:  Jennifer Chaiyakal (Orange Coast Community College); Olga Andreade 
(Cerritos Community College; Michelle Moen (El Camino College), Cathie Fountain (Long Beach City College); 
and Judy Krause (University of Laverne).  Alumna Fawzia Reza has joined as an Adjunct Faculty for the 
Southwestern College. 

 

http://www.ced.csulb.edu/teacher-ed/academic/ece/patrice-collins-early-childhood-education-named-2012-outstanding-graduate-ce
http://www.presstelegram.com/general-news/20101013/cal-state-long-beach-student-among-scholarship-winners
http://www.ced.csulb.edu/graduate/fawzia-reza-receives-david-lucile-packard-foundation-csu-fellowship-2012-13
http://www.ced.csulb.edu/graduate/fawzia-reza-receives-david-lucile-packard-foundation-csu-fellowship-2012-13
http://www.ocde.us/
http://www.ocde.us/
http://www.ced.csulb.edu/teacher-ed/academic/ece/alumna-dionne-gibson-leads-early-childhood-efforts-orange-county
http://www.ced.csulb.edu/teacher-ed/academic/ece/alumna-dionne-gibson-leads-early-childhood-efforts-orange-county

