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Digital Writing Surfaces and Software for Instructors 
Teaching in the Virtual Classroom 
 
In some courses such as design, math, or chemistry, drawings and/or writing may be used to demonstrate concepts. 
Having the right tools to create this type of content in the virtual classroom is crucial for student learning.  
 

Listed below are some suggested choices for the type of devices and software you may want to consider adding to 
your teaching toolbox for courses where drawings or writing are used extensively:  

 
Hardware and Software 
 
Apple iPad and Apple Pencil (using the whiteboard feature in the Zoom app) 
• Incredibly capable; faster than most PCs 
• Easy to carry 
• Long battery life  
• Dual Pro camera 
• Liquid retina display 
• Additional support for iOS devices for recording on the screen, visit Apple Support.  

Computer with Wacom Pen Tablet  
• The Wacom Intuos product line is a great place to start, especially for drawing, sketching and photo activities.  
• The Intuos Pro has a pressure-sensitive pen and other features sought out by serious creatives.  

Microsoft Surface Pro (or other laptop with touchscreen writing capability) 
• Surface Pro 7 pairs the 2-in-1 versatility of an ultra-light laptop and pen-enabled tablet  
• Spectacular speakers, mics, and HD cameras  

For Creating Videos 
• Devices with touchscreens and a rubber-tipped stylus are suggested to create accurate and legible writing or 

drawings.  
 
Additional Software Suggestions 

• IOS (iPad) Screen Recording (Step-by-step guide) 
• Notability:  A wide range of note-taking and sketching tools. You can even add and annotate PDFs. 
• Goodnotes:  Take beautiful, searchable handwritten notes and effortlessly organize all your documents & 

notebooks in a single place  
• Doceri:  Create handwritten presentations and hand drawn graphics on your iPad.  

 

 

 

Source: https://flexteaching.li.duke.edu/files/2020/07/Tools-for-using-screen-annotation-and-handwriting-1.pdf  
 

https://www.apple.com/ipad/?afid=p238%7Cs1iH3TMN8-dc_mtid_1870765e38482_pcrid_433501356901_pgrid_101103949416_&cid=aos-us-kwgo-ipad--slid---product-
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207935
https://www.wacom.com/en-us/products/pen-tablets
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/p/surface-pro-7/8N17J0M5ZZQS?activetab=overview&&ef_id=Cj0KCQjwqfz6BRD8ARIsAIXQCf3b4k7KHBd4m0eDAgRFYlaQyFAXfAot4O_t-VttQuHhXZyFc1K-eJ0aAu96EALw_wcB:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4249!3!387108076712!e!!g!!microsoft%20surface%20pro&ef_id=Cj0KCQjwqfz6BRD8ARIsAIXQCf3b4k7KHBd4m0eDAgRFYlaQyFAXfAot4O_t-VttQuHhXZyFc1K-eJ0aAu96EALw_wcB:G:s&OCID=AID2100839_SEM_Cj0KCQjwqfz6BRD8ARIsAIXQCf3b4k7KHBd4m0eDAgRFYlaQyFAXfAot4O_t-VttQuHhXZyFc1K-eJ0aAu96EALw_wcB:G:s
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT207935
https://www.gingerlabs.com/
https://www.goodnotes.com/
https://www.doceri.com/
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