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pre¢edh1.9 aW-arCLpf_ ·t_he_ b8_CcaJaufeat13 _de~re~. -·courses 
completed prior lo this ten•year period can oorevalidated. 
by such demonstrations of competence or knowledge of the 
subject as may be prescribed by the department offering the 
course. 
The on-lirie Cata/ogTable of Contents has a link at the top 
to "Road Maps" that show a suggested sequence of courses 
to enable students to complete all degree requirements in 
a timely fashion. Since individual circumstances cari vary, 
students should consult their majpr advisors for assistance in 
planning appropriate programs: 

6. Satisfactory fulfillment of the Graduation Writing Assessment 
Requirement (GWAR) (See a description of the_ requirement 
at the end of this section.) 

7. Achievement of a minimum 2.0 CC") grade-point<werage in 
each of the following: 
a. The entire college record. 
b. All units attempted at CSU LB .. 
c. All courses in the major. 
d. All upper"division courses in the major completed at 

CSU LB. 
8. Formal approval by thefaculty of the university. 

Student Levels 

Freshman .......................................... • ........ 0.0 to 29.9 units 

Sophomore ........ : ...................................... 30.0 to 59.9 units 

Junior. ... ,_ ................................................... 60.0 to 89.9 units 

Senior.-.................................................... 90.0 or. more units 

Postbaccalaureate ·--·····'···············holding a baccala~reate 
or equivalent deg;ee 

Restrictions on Units That May Be Count~d Toward 
the Minimum Required for the Bac;ca[aureate 

Activity Courses 
Activity courses provide pra~tice in such areas aS -

music, dance, physical education and Sports, Athletics, 
and Recreation. Except as required by" a student's major, 
students may"apply to the degree rio more than eight units 
each of activ'ity- course credit lri music, danCe,_ theatre arts, or 
kinesiology and no more than four units of activity course credit 
in SAR, up to a total of no mbre than 20 un_its in all areas. 

Transfer Courses 
No more- tha_n 70_ units of courses from a-Community 

College may b!' counted toward th.e minimum unit requirement 
for the baccalaureate. (For more detail, see the section on 
Transfer Credit in the_ Academic Information section of this 
Catalog.) 

Courses Taken by Non-Matriculated Students in Any 
Term 

No more than 24 units total taken during any term 
while in non-matriculated status may be used to fulfill any 
undergra9uate degree requirements. All students who have 
not been formally adm_itted to CSU LB and who take courses 
here are non..:matriculated students. Courses taken by · 
incoming fr'eshmen_ during the summer prior to their first fall are 
considered non·-matriCUlated'units. ·units taken while in nan:.. 
matrict.ifated Status are. also sometimes referred to as ext8rlsion 
units, eX:tended education units, or special session credit units. 

Courses o!feredthroug~the College of Continuing and 
Professional Education (CCPE) conferring education unit 
(CEU) credit carry no degree credit. 

Open University 
Open University (Adjunct Enrollment)--:--: Through Ope"' 

University, students who are NOT matriculated in CSULB" 
may take regular university classes during spring or fall 
semesters for academic credit.on a "space available_" _ha~ 
with permission of the departnlent chair and th~ course' 
instructor. Open University enrollment does NOT constitu_ 
admission to CSULB. For more information call the Celie' 
of Continuing and Proiessiorial Education at (562) 985-
5561. . . 

Special Session 

There is no limit on CCPE Special Sessions course 
credit, including Winter session, applicable _to the degree _i 

taken while in matriculqted status in the degree program. 

General Education 

The Significance of General Educ~tion 
The components of an undergraduate education 

include the major,. in which the stuoent acquires depth •· 
of knowledge, electives that.allow a student to explore 
personal ·orcareer-related interests;. and"General Educatio~ 
(GE). General Education allows studenls'to develop 
competency in academic skills that are essential to all 
academic majors. ln addition, General Education offers~~ 
students broaa.knowl!'dge beyond the focus of the major, 
as well as exposure to the rich diversity of lhe human 
experience. 

The General Education program at CSU LB sequentially. 
introduces students to the mastery, of academic skills along 
with a pattern of coursework that will provide.graduates·• 
with an understanding,ofself, thepbysical world, the · 
development and functioning of human society, and its 
cultural and arti_stiy,endeavors, as w_ell as an understanding 
of the methodologies, valu.e systems, and thought 
processes employed in human inquiries. It involvHS thre_e 
stages: Foundation, Explorations, and Capstone. Students 
who begin their college careers at CSIJLBwHI .~omplete 
all three stages, while transfer students who enter the 
university w,ith a Full General Education Certification will b,e 
expected to complete the final (Capstone) stage only. 

General Educatio.n f?readth requiremen,ts are ~pecified. ·•.• 
pursuant to Title 5, California Code of Regulations, Sections •, 
40402.1, 40403, 4;0405, 40405.1, 40405.2, 40405A, and . ~ 
40508, and Sections 1 and 2 of Chapter HI_ of the Standing ~ 

Orders of the Board of Trustees of the California State , , 
University, and ExecutiveOrder.1033. CSU General 
Education Breadth requirements have been designated t9_ 
complement the major program and electives completed 
by each baccalaureate candidate to assure that graduates 
have made noteworthy progress toward becoming truly · 
educated persons. th~se requirements are designed 
to provide the knowledge, skills, experiences, and­
perspectives that will enable CSU students to expand their 
capacities to tal<e part in a wide range of human interests 
and activities; to confront personal, moral, and social 
problems that are an inevitable part of human life; and to 
cultivate both the requisite skills and enthusiasm for lifelong 
learning. 
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• 
[e Essential GE.Student Learning Outcomes · 
1.Jpon completion of the GE Breadth requirements, CSU 
.~e7ts should show mastery in each of the folloWing: 

1.9\Nledge of Human Cultures and the Phys,ic!'I and 
j\µral world 

!'}s.chieved through study in the Sciences and Matnematics, 
l!i,:J~hSciences, Humanities, Histories, Languages, and the 
::;;: 

lectual and Practical Skills, including 

ritten CommunicatiOn 
ral Communication 
ritieal Thinking . 
't1ahtitative Rea·sohin9 _ . 
iformation Literacy and Technology Literacy 

ceamworl< • ' . 

:ieativity, Inquiry, and Discovery . . . 

·c na.1 and Civic ResponsJbility, including 

balComp.etencies 
1lerc_ultural Competence (cultural values/traditions-UcS.) 

2thica1Reasoning an.ct Social Responsibility 
~- . / 
!elf-Understanding · 
''oundation and Skills·for,Ufelong Leaming 

iynthesis and Interdisciplinary Methods of lnquir)i 

.... cture of the General Education Curriculum 
· 'ach California State University, Long Beach 

·. 1laureate graduate shall have completed a minimum· 
semester units of GE courses distributed as described 

!h~~U,.o/• ·The GE program includes three (3) units of approved 
l~·~Ese work.in U.S. History and three (3) units of approved 
f,iil/;gi;,;e work in U.S. Consl!tut1on and American Ideals 

I 
~"\\lli[ed by Section 40404 of Title 5 and EO 405. 

·~\'JJ~e Gei:ieral Education curriculum is org_anized as three 

l
,;~.qu(l!lt1al phases. The first 1s the Fourn;lat1on, a group of 
>i@,~Eses desi_gned to provide fundamental_ learning skills. · . 
:.~~.~!,second 1s Explorations, courses d1stnbuted across· · 

1··11/~·c@-riculum that are intended to provide an opportunity 
t,;1g!~>plore the various way of acquiring and examining 
.lfi~~!}:t'led,ge while continuing to develop learning skills. The 
ic;!l1"~1?i>t\10 Cap•tone, designed to integrate knowledge and 
~!-~~.IJl,?eveloped earlier in the curriculum. 
I ii~~ln'completing the Foundation, Explorations, and. Capstone 
• .. ·I'. ,.RIJ:~~~s Of the General Education program, all students must 

•• il'QJ:npl!l\e a d1stnbut1on pattern described below. • ·•• 
r,··-'-"\i/:•·-·-··- -· 
li.'*f;'!i'itbin the Explorations and Capstone courses of the 
' .~, · · I-Education program, alt students must take one 3 unit 

:of Instruction that focuses-·on instructive examples- of 
··\'.liversity in the United States (Human Diversity in the 
>\uses). All students must also take one three (3)·unit 
of instruction that focuses on global issues or world 
sand cultures (Global Issues courses). 
ast nine (9) units of the General Education program. 

approved upper-division Capstone courses 
1fter the·student achieves upper-division standing 

iO.n of.60 semester units) and must normally be 
:ed at California State University, Long Beach. 
courses on the General Education Master Course 

eie time the student takes the course shall count for · 
fil\Education. 

Because the program is intended to provide breadth, 
no more than 10 units of General Education courses in the 
student's major department may be used to satisfy th.e GE 
requirements. "CourSe? ii1 the major departnierif' include 
all courses housed in the department offering the major, 
regardless of prefix. There is no limit to the number of units 
outside the major department that may be used to satisfy 
both the requirements for the ma.jar and the requirements for 
General Education. · 

A cross-categorized course may be counted (at the 
student's option) in any one of the approved categories A-E, 
but not in more than one. 

Where appropriate exarils exist, Fou ndatio'ri and 
Explorations' requirements may be met by external 
examinations, such as Adva.nced Plac~Tl1ent or International 
Baccalaureate exams. 

Foundation 
The first-year 'program at CSU LB should pay special . 

attention to the development and improvement of 
fundamental academic skills thatare critical lb student 
success in college. ·Every CSU LB student will be.expected 
to demonstrate mastery of key academic skills early in 
the course of study at'CStJLB, ideally within the -first year. 
Among the skills mostcentral·to success are communication 
in English, both written· and oral, mathematical concepts and· 
quantitative reasoning, and analytical andtriticaHhinking. 
Students also need a solid foundation in skills for learning,. 
including the ability to. read for infonnation, information · 
retiieval. literacy skil,ls. and.basic technology skills. 

All student? are assessed at eryt,Y into the uniSersity 
for readiness for baccalaureate-level '1(0rk in English 
composition and mathem<1tics. The nist prio,rity for any 
student who is ri!>t prepared for bacpalaureate-1.evel work i~ 
to become fully pr~pared for coll~ge .. Accordi~gly, students 
who have not demonstrated rea.d\ness for baccalaureate- .. 
level Engl,i~h or mathematics rnustcomplete the appropriate 
pre-baccalaureate courses.within .the first-year after 
admission to CSULB. A student who is required to take 
either pre-baccalaureate mathematics or pre-baCc81aureate. :­
composition may register for other 100-level Foundi!lion or 
other General Education classes ooly if.those. cpurses do n0t 
have pre., or co-reql).isites_-in th_e area,ofdeficit; 

. The following courses make up the Foundation curriculum 
and must be completed with a grade of at lea§! ''C''.: 

·one three (3) unit course in Writt.en Cqmmunicatior in 
English. . . . · 

• one three (3) l,lnit course in Qra! Communication in 
English 

• one t_hree {3) unjt course in Critical Thinking 
•one three (3) unit course in MathematiCl; .· . . 
The Foundation curriculum must be completed by the time 

the, student has completed 3~ units of pacpala.ureate-leveJ 
work at CSULB. 

C_ourses in t~e _Foun~atioo_: Yl(rric~lum, wil_I be nu_mb~rec1 
from 100 to 199. All other General Education courses must 
have pre:- o~ _co-.reql,lisites from the Fouodation curricul!J.m, _ 
and all Ge.n_eral Education cour~es numbered 30fforhigper 
m·ust have the entire F0unct8.ti0n curriculum. ~s-prere,qll'iS\tes. 
A Foundation cours~ rnay bav,e a pr.e- or Co-requiSit9 _cif.. -
another Foundation cl,,ss, ifeduca!ionallY justified. · ,. 
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Explorations 
After an early fqcus on fundamental learning' and ac.ademic 

skills, students will have an opportunity to explore human 
knowledge in many disciplines. The Explorations stage 
encompasses all areas outside the Foundation curriculum, as 
described under "Distribution." It excludes the final nine (9) units 
of General Education, described under "Capstone." 

General Education courses numbered from 100 through 199 
may be appropriately taken at the same time as courses in the 
Foundation curriculum. 

Although the primary purpose of Explorations is the 
development of breadth of knowledge, it is expected that all 
courses will offer opportunities for continued development 
of foundational skills. Reading, writing, oral discussion and 
presentation, problem solving, quantitative re.asonlng, and 
critically- and analytically based research are central to the 
learning of content. For this reason, all courses outside the 
Foundation· must have pre- or co-requisites from the- Foundation, 
and all courses numbered 300 or higher must have the entire 
Foundation curriculum as prerequisites-. 

In addition, as students progress through thei.r Explorations, 
they will be expected to develop additional ski.lls a"nd attributes; 
including ethical reaspning, analytical reading, creativity, respect 
for differe11ce,. awareness of other cultures, qu!3stioning of 
stereotypes, .the values of citizenship, negotiating skills, and other 
attributes of use. in a diverse society. 

Capstone 
The final nine (9) General .Education units form the Capstone. 

All students, inclu.dirig transfer students who .have complet~d 
a certified lower-division General Educa.tion program. mu.st 
complete nine (9) units of Capstcine courses, The purpose of 
the Capstone is lo. bring the strands Of the General Education 
experiehce into tOe:us, to ·re_inforce knowledge 8ri.C:f s~ins acqu-ir0d 
from many areas, and tci incorpd~ate depth in the form of more 
sophisticated too.ls and analysis. Fo.r transf~r s1udents, the"· 
Capstone may offer an opportunity lb conn.,,ct to the campus in a 
learning community outside'of the major department. 

Distribution Requirement , 
Students must complete a minimum of48 units of approved 

General Education courses, distributed as•follows: 
Category A-- Communicafion in the English ·Language and 

Critical Thinking (all included in the Foundation) --At least nine 
(9) units to include: 
• Category A.1. --At least three (3) units chosen from 

approve.d .c()urses in Written Communication in English 
• Category A.2. --At least three (3) units chosen from 

approved courses in Oral Communication in EngliSh or a 
combination of oral and written ·communibatioil iri~English. 

• Category A.3. --At least three (3) units chosen from · 
approved courses in Critical Thinkir\g. 

Category B -'Natural Sciences and Mathematics --At least nine 
(9) units to include 
• Category B.1. ~At least s.ix (6) uh its of Natural Sciences to 

include: · · ' · 

• Category B.1.a. -AUeasfthree (3) Units chosen from 
~pproved __ cou~ses in.the Bi01'0gica'l Sciences, which mLiSt 
inClude ·a laboratory e.xperience · 

• Category B.1.b. --At ieast three (3)units chosen from 
approved courses in the Physical Sciences, which must 
include a laboratory experience 

• CategoryB.2. --At least three.(3) units of study chose'jc 
from approved,courses in Mathematics (included in,(1\' 
F~undation) , \ff: 

Category C. :- the Arts and Humanities -- At .least nine (9) ,'%! 
units tCi'include: · ·· -/--:;_; 

•Category C.1. --At least three (3) units chosen frorn · <~ 
approved courses in the· Arts . i\,/f 

• Category C:2. - At leastsix (6) units from 2 areas cho~i 
from approved cours~s in the Humanities ~hosen fr.~~ 
• Category C:2,a. ,,Literature, . · . . , .. ·•h. 
•Category C.2.b. :_ Philosophy, and ·~ 
• Category C.2.c. -- Foreign Languages _ . . ;~ 

Category D -- Citizenship and Social and Beh.avioral $den~" 
and Hislory--At least 12 units to include .;i,, 
•Category D.1. -At least six (6) units chosen from ·~ 

approved courses in U.S. Citizenship to include: .... -.~i~ 
•Category D.1.a. --At least three (3) units ch.osenfro@ 
approved courses in U.S. History .. -:0~ 
• Categoryo.1:b: '- Afleasl three (3)"units chosen frd'' 
approved courses in the Constitution .. and·Amer'ican ">'.,~~ 
Ideals •· 

•Category D.2, --.Atleastsix (6) units,Jrom two differed!;; 
disciplines, chosen from approved courses in the0·sopJ~ 
and Behavioral Sci~nces and History ',·~t 

Category E --At least three (~) units chosen from approve!l)~l 
courses in Self-Integration - ' · .. "":7] 

GE Electives - At least six (6) Units required to meet 48 total} 
units in GE. Additional courses to reach' the minimum tor~l 
of 48 units may be c_hc;>!?en from' Cjl,ny ~purses approved fc:>(~ 
Gener.al Educati.on credit in categories 8, C, and D. Thi~,@ 
includ.es both _cou.tses.that fit the specific designations .·: 
~·~bove and other approved courses, designated a.s 8.3.or~'!j 
C.3, that.meet the general headings of category B or ,C b~ 
do not fit_.one of the,.~pecific.reqt,iJ.red categories._ Exc.ess .. ~~ 
units from all or any .• combination of Category B or C or D;i 
may be applied to this section. · ·.. , , 

Special requirements.-- All students, including all tran~ferj 
students, mustcomplete: ...• 

• at least 3 units from the above categories devoted tci th~ 
study ofHuman:Diversity in the United States .• and .. 

• at least 3 units from the above cptegories devoted to 
the study of Global Issues. [Note:. Transfer students:··· 
who .. began continuous attendance at a,California -. 
Community College before Fall 2008 and who had 
General Education Full Certification upon entrance t.o 
CSULB are eligible to follow the requirements of <0arli~ 
·catalogs.], .~ 

Capstone Reqµirements .--All students, inclµding all ' 
transfer, students, must complete at least nine (9) unit'lc of • 
Capstone course_s. Capstone_ courses may be used to 'ineet · 
the specific category. requirements and the Global Issues anl 
Human Diversity in the U.S. requirements, .if those have.:not 
been met by other courses. 

Students are e~pected to complete the Capstone 
requirement at CSU LB. An exception will be made for 
students who. transfer. from another CSU campus after 
completing some of the upper-division GE requirement at th' 
campus. To be .accepted toward the Capstone requirement 
at CSULB, the transfer course must be approved for upper 
division general education credit at the campu.s offering 
the course. Other courses may be used, on an individual 
basis, to meet the requirement if they are approved for 
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rucation at the campus offering the course and 
>senfthe course meets the criteria for a CSULB 

course. 
;@ho transfer from baccalaureate Institutions 

:he CSU after completing upper-division General 
:ourses fnay petition to have one or 'more such 
"epled toward the Capstone requirement. Such 
1:be evaluated on the basis of the criteria above. 

i!Filir!lnts for Returning and Transfer 

.ts 
~i6\~:~ho h·a~-8 not rri~intained contin·uouS attehdance 
]~u t>e subject to the General Education requirements 

"\j,e'ume:oftheir reentry to the university; with the 
cce-ption·s; 
§CSULB $tudents who were under earlier General 
· ., 1irem·Efnts·a1ld who before b(Saking c·onti'nuous · 

re:eded r,10 Jnore than thi"ee,adOlticinal Cbllrses 
;he entire Ge6eraf Education requirement shall 
ftompiele the General Education requirement 

J18 time·,ot the pi"e\lious attendance.- However, 
,'Rl:; must cbmplete at least 9 units Of Op\)er division 
·-~_g~uf~lio'n·:co~rs:es, of which a minimum of 6 units 
--q_~p$~one courses·., 
o4s.CSULB ~t~.dents who were under the .. ea~ie_r 
~;~iicati~n·)~Quirements' ci~9d _Wf'lo ~8f~r~ ~.re~.~i.ng :, 
~:p.tJ:endance completed orie or mare upper-divis·ion 
JSShall bi> required:to complete additional Capstone 
''11eededto·complete the total of 9-upper-division 
fat.two of the courses in the'overall program must 
' co~rses·;:- '' 

,(Students who enter CSU LB with full GE 
>,irfrom a California Community, College must·• 
bi>Jh the Human Diversity:in the U.S.'and-the 

[$~,es requirements if these requirements were ··not 
~·transfer, but thes_e students need not complete 
E ~urses except the Capstone, which cannot 

,ugh tran~fer from a community college .. Transfer 
'ho enter;: CSU LB without full GE certification or 

·ea, (partial) certification from a California .Community 
1.us\ either.complete the CSULB. GE requirements, 

Je.and obtain a GE certification from .a California 
GOlelge Which will be honored as meeting 

~pyver,-Qh.(isi_on <;3.E requirem.ents; 

9. P major is one of the most important, and 
.s.foost difficult, .academic decision.students will 
·~g their c611ege careers: There may be many 
:lj9jcesofmajorthat'would provide preparation for 
%~-~r. The<"·.Se_ctior:i on. DeQr6es, Options, Minors, and 

earli"r in_this Catalog shows the many choices 
· · where to find information on each. Many 

:• have additional information posted on their web 
);es~ible from the universify's home page. Students 
rafied to iriterview faculty in possible majors and to 
~lf\.qf student servi_ces professionals to assist the.m 

i~ itj'ipbrtant decision·: . 

J9~ ofa Major. 
y-.~n·sure tifne1y· coffipletion of graduation··· 
~nts, students who have a total of 60 units completed 

} declared a major before they may register for the 

next term. Upper-division transfer Students are required -
to declare their intended major on their application for 

admission. (PS 06-04) 

Change of Major or Other Objective 
Undergraduate students declaring a major for the first 

time or ch?-nging froin one degree 'i.uog-i-am or d_egree 
option program to another must subn:-iit an approved 
Change of Major/Declaration form to .\he ,Office of 
Enrollment Se..Viees. Most departments submitthese forms 
electronically. 

Students who are candidates fora certificate or , . 
credential program must also file a Request to Graduate. 
(Please see Graduation section of the Catalog.) 

The evaluation of credits t_ransferred to the UniversitY 
is based' in part upon the objective indicated on the 
application for adm'ission. ,Students should be aw;rre, 
therefbre, that under Some cirCumstanCes transfer·courses 
accepted for one purpose may not be acceptable for other 
purposes .. 

Double Major 

Students may complete the requirements for two 
baccalaureate programs concurrently. One diploma will be 
issued reflecting both majors. A cours·e, or courses, .may be 
used to satisfy the individual requirements of both majors, 
without limit, as. long. as the required patiern of course work 
is completed for each ·major. ' , . · 

Minors 
A ·minor ~s a stru-ctured se1e·cuan of· courses by which 

a student ca·n enrich hiS or her academic preparation 
through concentrated study of a discipline that is different 
from, but may be related to, the student's declared major. A 
minor is a means to augment or complemen.t the major by: 
broadening:the student's academic experien·ce or se·rvin~ 
as preparation for a specific career: Usually a minor is :not 
required for the baccalaureate; however, students may 
elect to complete a minor and have that fact noted an.their 
records. Students should consult with an advisor in their; 
major department for recomme·ndations on suitable· minor, 
fields of study~ 

A minor consists of a minimum of 18 units, ·as specified 
by the department or program, at least nine of which must 
be upper-division. The minor.may be in a sinQle subject 
or interdisciplinary_ Students may- not declare or receive 
a mtn·ar- in -the· same subject as the major, and the major 
and minor may not have the same title. The description of 
each minor shall have a,statement listing all majors, if any, 
that may not be combined with that particular minor. The 
minimum overall GPA in courses toward .the minor is 2.0. A 
minimum of six Li nits· of course work toward the- ·minor must 
be taken at CSULB. 

Students should refer to the requirements of the 
department and college of their major, to see Whether 
a mino.r ls required for that major. Even if a minor, i~ not 
required, stud~n~ may elect to complete one or more 
minors from those avai_lable and have that so noted on their 
transCripfs. Unlike-certificates, minor~ are awarded only as 
part of a baccalaureate degree. Students may not finish a 
minor after they· hc;ive graduated, exCept in conju.nctiori· with 
a second b8cc~laureate degree .. 
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